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A New Hub of Learning That Bridges Tradition and the Future
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The University Hall and other historic buildings are part of the
important identity of ICU. However, some of these buildings have
been showing signs of deterioration over time, which called for
reconstruction or repair. The university had been discussing the
issue and arrived at the decision to repair the University Hall and
Science Hall for continued use based on expert opinions
regarding their lifespan as well as their historic value. Conse-
quently, the university decided to build a New Building in order to
repair the two buildings.

The process to be followed in the construction of the New
Building and repairing of the University Hall and Science Hall will
involve the construction of the New Building first. After comple-
tion, the functions of the Science Hall will be transferred to the
New Building. Next, the Science Hall will be repaired, which will
then provide temporary classrooms while repairing the University
Hall. Once the repair of the University Hall is completed, the
classes being held at the Science Hall will be shifted back to the
University Hall, which will conclude the current round of facility
development. After this, the Science Hall is expected to be used as
a facility for responding to demands that were not realized so far
due to lack of space in buildings and as a space for temporary
relocation when repairing other buildings in the future. The
Science Hall was built using a special structure with few pillars, thus
giving freedom in repair, playing a great role in the current plan.
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Plan and images are subject to change. Name of the new facilities are tentative.
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The New Building will not just mark the birth of a new
university building, but it will realize the coexistence with the
University Hall and Science Hall, bringing about further evolution
in ICU’s liberal arts. What kind of building will it turn out to be?
Here we will introduce the Facilities Development Plan including
repair work of the University Hall and Science Hall.

Profile of the New Building

Building owner:
International Christian University
Basic and detailed designs:
Nihon Sekkei, Inc. and Kengo Kuma and Associates
Builder: Yet to be determined
Overview of facilities and equipment of the New Building:
Four floors on the ground
1st floor: Hub Central, one large classroom (capacity of 300 people),
laboratories, open lab spaces, a healthcare office, offices,
a café, conference rooms, seminar rooms, etc.
2nd floor: two large classrooms (capacity of 180 people),
laboratories, faculty offices, open lab spaces,
conference rooms, seminar rooms, etc.
3rd floor: two large classrooms (capacity of 180 people), laboratories,
faculty offices, open lab spaces, conference rooms,
seminar rooms, etc.
4th floor: faculty offices, laboratories, rooftop garden space, etc.

Schedule (including relocation of the functions of the Science Hall,

University Hall and repair)

January 2020 to February 2021:design of the New Building

March 2021 to August 2022: construction of the New Building

*Use of the New Building is to start from the Autumn Term of 2022.
July 2022 to March 2023: repair of the Science Hall and some buildings
March 2023 to March 2024: repair of the University Hall

*Use of the University Hall is to resume from the Spring Term of 2024.
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Bird’'s-eye view of the functions
and key features of the New Building
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The New Building will be constructed on a site spreading from the west
side of the University Hall to the Science Hall. All facilities and functions
of the Science Hall including the faculty offices and laboratories will be
relocated to this four-story building. In addition, the New Building will
have five large classrooms which all students, mainly first and
second-year students will use, and five humanities and social sciences
research centers. The Institute for Educational Research and Service,
Social Science Research Institute, Institute for the Study of Christianity
and Culture, Institute of Asian Cultural Studies and Peace Research
Institute as well as some administrative departments will be also
relocated to the New Building. The current Science Hall has one large
classroom but, as the name suggests, it is mainly used by natural
science-related students and faculty members. The New Building, on the
other hand, will also be used not only by natural science major
students but also by students from other majors and faculty, creating
a new flow of people within ICU. Further, a place located at the center
of the flow will be named Hub Central, symbolizing the creation of
connection between people and promotion of education and research
going beyond academic fields. In addition, a new Quadrangle will be
created outside, adjacent to the Hub Central surrounded by the New
Building, University Hall, Science Hall, and Integrated Learning Center.

The New Building is designed by Kengo Kuma, who also designed
the new physical education facilities completed in 2018. A wooden hood
connecting the University Hall and Science Hall has a distinctive
design, and the buildings also incorporate various ideas to mitigate
environmental burden. A hood that efficiently shields the afternoon sun
according to the angle of sunlight and a control system that utilizes
natural ventilation except during winter are some examples.
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Hub Central and Quadrangle that connect people
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The Hub Central to be created on the first floor will house a café,
a free space which students can use for group study while
eating and drinking, and seminar rooms that can be used for
versatile purposes. It will function as a place where students can
relax between classes and deepen their learning. The outdoor
Quadrangle, which means a square surrounded by buildings on
all sides, is a space found commonly at universities in the U.S.
and Europe. These spaces will connect people and encourage
dialogues.
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Cross Section View of the New Building
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Large Classrooms, Laboratories (Biology, Chemistry, Physics), Faculty Offices, Open Lab Space, etc.
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Large Classrooms, Laboratories (Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics), Faculty Offices, Open Lab Space, etc.
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Research and experiment facilities
that generate synergies
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The laboratories to be housed in the New Building will be
glass-sided as a rule, through which people can see the inside
from outside and is expected to generate unexpected discoveries
and encounters. The New Building also integrates the five
research centers which used to be located at different places on
campus: Institute for Educational Research and Service, Social
Science Research Institute, Institute for the Study of Christianity
and Culture, Institute of Asian Cultural Studies and Peace
Research Institute. There will be spaces for interaction in front of
the research institutions, which are expected to encourage
interdisciplinary exchanges.
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We interviewed Managing Trustee Ryoichi Arai (Financial Affairs and
Endowment), who is the chair of the Committee for Facility
Development, on the background of the construction of the New
Building and campus renovation including the repair of University
Hall and Science Hall.
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Ryoichi Arai

Managing Trustee for Financial Affairs

and Endowment,
International Christian University

AR - B2 E DGRBS Hil R - BHEOIR

A new research and education base that realizes the coexistence with the University Hall and Science Hall
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Preparations for this Facilities Development Plan, including the
construction of the New Building, started in AY2019, with the
many faculty and staff members carrying out numerous
discussions in the three committees of "Study Committee for
Classroom and New Functions,” “Study Committee for Science
Hall Relocation and Its Function,” “Study Committee for Layout
of Administrative Function.” The outcome of the discussions was
conveyed to the Committee for Facility Development, and after
revisions a final proposal was submitted to the University Manage-
ment Committee and approved in February 2020. Currently, the
basic design work is in progress and the construction is
scheduled to start from March 2021 after the implementation
design completion and the selection of the contractor in the
beginning of 2021.

The condition of the University Hall and the Science Hall had
a major role in the decision to construct the New Building. In
2015, both these buildings were showing significant signs of
wear and tear and their rebuilding was anticipated. Behind that,
existed the understanding, widely shared not only by the
construction industry but also society in general, that the “life
of a reinforced concrete (RC) building is about 50 years.”
Nonetheless, we sought the opinion of specialists once again in
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The University Hall where students have been studying from

the time of inception
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Built in 1943. Originally housed the Mitaka Research Institute of the Nakajima
Aircraft Company, and the building was renovated and expanded. W. M. Vories, a
top global architect of the time, worked on the campus design at the time of
founding of the university.
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A space where all students learn together
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2016, which pointed out that RC buildings, depending on the
construction conditions and usage, could have a lifetime much
longer than the general perception. There were many actual
cases of RC buildings being repaired and conserved, and we
received many opinions also from alumni and others seeking
the preservation of these buildings, which have historical and
cultural values in the university. Further, the University Hall,
which was originally built as a research facility of Nakajima
Aircraft Company, was sturdily built and the result of the
examination of the concrete based on anti-seismic testing was
also favorable. In light of these reasons, we took the decision to
retain the two buildings. Even then, both were old buildings and
repair work such as seismic strengthening was a must and it was
also necessary to modernize facilities including air-conditioning
and plumbing. As classes cannot be held during the maintenance
period, a temporary relocation space was necessary. There was
a proposal to build a temporary building, but since classes
were to be held simultaneously across numerous classrooms,
hugely expensive soundproofing was necessary and we
realized that it was difficult to reuse after dismantling, running
up high environmental burden. Given these and other facts, we
decided to build the New Building and carry out renovation work
of the campus including the University Hall and Science Hall.
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Effective utilization of open space
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Quadrangle, adjacent to Hub Central and 300-seater classroom. Installation of power
sources and plumbing are being considered so that outdoor events can also be held.

Two distinctive spaces in the facilities development this time
are the Hub Central and Quadrangle. Hub Central, which is at
the center of the New Building, which itself is between the
University Hall and Science Hall, and the outdoor Quadrangle
connected to the Hub Central will be a space where the
student flow merges. From the perspective of focusing on
interactive learning, we are looking at it as an expanded version
of learning commons, such as being a forum and seminar room
that enables group learning and an open lab space where
exhibitions can also be held. Further, people’s conception of
space has changed markedly because of the impact of the
COVID-19. We expect increased requirements for larger spaces
to carry out activities while avoiding the 3 Cs of closed spaces,
crowded places, and close-contact settings. Given this, we are
discussing the effective use of the wide space including the
outdoor Quadrangle by leveraging ICU’s nature-rich campus,
which is its unique feature.

We believe the construction of the New Building will lead
to further evolution of ICU's liberal arts. Until now, students
majoring in natural sciences were using the Science Hall as their

base, with the rest of the students using the University Hall. Even
as the New Building will be heavily weighted towards the natural
science stream facilities, students from other majors will also be
able to use it as it will have five large classrooms. We expect the
creation of a space, where non-natural science students will
not feel out of place and everyone can learn together, leading
to interdisciplinary academic exchange.
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The New Building is expected to further evolve liberal arts. We interviewed President Shoichiro Iwakiri, who served as the chair of the
Study Committee for Classroom-and New Functions, and Prof. Ken Okano, who is.a member of the'Study Committee for Science Hall
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Encounters with Diverse and Different Things Will

Keep Refining the Concept of Knowledge
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President Shoichiro Iwakiri
(Former Chair of the Study Committee for Classroom and New Functions)
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The faculty offices and laboratories of the Natural Sciences
Department located in the current Science Hall will be relocated
to the New Building, but it is not going to become a new Science
Hall. The New Building will also house the humanities and social
sciences institutions and large classrooms, and it bears signifi-
cance in the sense of being a point of intersection and integration
of multiple fields unique to liberal arts. The Hub Central to be
established in the first floor is a space that cuts across these
academic fields. In other words, it is a space that symbolizes the
diverse and free traffic that occurs in daily academic work such as
classes and research. At the same time, it can be a space that
makes the daily human interactions and dialogues, set in the
academic daily life, such as when students engage in discussions
among themselves or with faculty members over a cup of coffee
or when using the space for photography or other exhibitions. The
Hub Central is expected to be a space that symbolizes liberal
arts, a place where human and academic diversities encounter in
various forms, and leads to a sequence of creative moments. The
Quadrangle (a courtyard) outside, which forms a counterpart of
the Hub Central inside, is expected to have a similar impact.

Moreover, natural sciences of ICU will have more visibility as
open lab spaces and glass-sided laboratories. The concept of
knowledge in natural sciences, which searches the truth based on
using reproducibility and scientific universality, is incorporated into
the daily life of the ICU community even if there is no physical
participation. Created will be an effect, more than ever, of that
concept getting structured into the overall knowledge of each
and every individual, almost unconsciously. And, this will
constantly energize the awareness of how that impact will
creatively engage not just with natural sciences but also with the
world of the future, for example through an experimental space of
environmental research tackling issues such as the relationship
between nature, culture, society and scientific knowledge, and
how that would solve the various issues. | am also expecting the
New Building to have an impact where the concept of existence
that is open to the world and others will always be questioned and
innovated through encounters with diverse and heterogeneous
elements.

Relocation and Its Function, ontheir expectations on the New Building.
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Expects it to Convey the Significance of
ICU’s Existence More Accurately
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Prof. Ken Okano

Member, Study Committee for Science Hall Relocation and Its Function
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The Science Hall currently falls outside the route of majority of the
students, and faculty and staff, and not many understand the
significance of its existence. The functions of the Science Hall are
being relocated this time to the New Building against this
backdrop, and the laboratory and faculty offices of natural science
stream will be established in the same building as the large
classrooms, in which lots of students are expected to study, and
the Hub Central. In other words, the experiments and research
activities of the natural sciences stream that are being conducted
in the campus will catch the attention of many of the students.
Through this, we expect the significance of the existence of the
country’s only liberal arts college pursuing research and
education in the natural sciences stream to be accurately
conveyed within and outside the university.

Japan's education system grew adapting to the post-war increase
in population and economic growth. However, it has not been able
to fully respond to the falling birthrate and aging of society nor to
the changing labor environment, and going forward, it would be
difficult to bring forth human resources having international
competitiveness with this system. Offering a forum for learning
under desired conditions, going beyond the barriers of distance,
time, and money, for whoever so desires could be termed as a task
necessary to achieve the Society “Promoting Dynamic Engage-
ment of All Citizens.” The significance of learning traditionally lies
in satisfying the human spirit of inquiry and inculcating refinement
in each individual. By moving the functions of the Science Hall to
the New Building, we believe that it would enable us to offer a
more diverse learning opportunity going beyond academic
fields to each and every student.

Another aim in the facilities development being carried out
now is making our campus strong against disasters. We, at ICU,
have earlier carried out improvements such as switching to a
power receiving system with low risk of power outage. This time,
in addition to this, leveraging the disaster-resistant “moderate
pressure pipeline” already installed in the campus, we were able to
combine electricity and gas as energy sources. The plan is to
proceed with the renovation of the Science Hall and University Hall
following the completion of the New Building construction, and |
am convinced that on the day these renovations are complete, ICU
will be reborn as the “disaster-resistant campus” of Japan.
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