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In celebration of the 20th anniversary of the
Service-Learning Asia Network (SLAN) and the
Service-Learning Center (SLC) of International
Christian University, SLC held an international

symposium "The Future of Service-Learning in g

Asia: Regional Dialogue on Networking" in a
hybrid format. More than 100 people registered

online, and persons related to the university #
including the past directors and coordinators of |

SLC gathered at the International Conference
Room in ICU, and lively discussions took place.
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On May 23, Silliman University (SU), Philippines
and SLC signed Service-Learning Agreement.
From 2004 to 2021, total of 82 ICU students
joined the program at SU. This year, 6 ICU
students will travel to SU to join the program,
face-to-face. for the first time in three years
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& The "Common Good Grant (CGG) Student [

Project" to support local communities has
been implemented by the Japan ICU
Foundation (JICUF) in partnership with the
Service-Learning Center since fiscal year
2021. This year, nine new students have been

| selected to participate in the project and are

preparing to solicit grant applications by
researching and disseminating information

i about non-profit organizations around ICU
| with the aim of revitalizing the local
§ community.
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The Service-Learning Center celebrates its

20th anniversary in 2022. To commemorate
the 20th anniversary, SLC has published SL

| Studies Series 7 "Service-Learning of ICU: 20

Years of Progress and Future Prospects” on
March 25, 2022. A digital version of this book
is available on this website. Please click on
"SLC Publications" (Japanese only) on this
page.
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https://office.icu.ac.jp/slc/SL_Studies_Series_7.pdf
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“Hope to increase the amount of exposure between NPOs and ICU students” CGG Project, JICUF
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Although the students were
successful in their goal to
distribute grants, not being
able to communicate closely
with NPO representatives was
an unfortunate loss.

UA new cohort of ICU students
was recently selected, and this
year's committee has already
been able to hold in person
meetings with representatives
of last year's CGG grant
recipients. Through these,
students were able to learn
more about the needs of the NPOs, hear updates on their grant projects, and
receive feedback on the CGG application process. This year’s committee is also
interested in increasing the amount of exposure between NPOs and ICU
students, and hopefully boost the number of ICU students interested in
volunteering. The students will utilize feedback from their discussions to refine
the application process, and focus on creating sustainable ways that ICU
students can learn more about the work of these NPOs, thus allowing for
increased participation and collaboration.

The Common Good Grant (CGG) program was established last year by JICUF and
SLC to facilitate stronger ties between ICU and the local community. Through the
CGG program, ICU students provide grants to local non-profit organizations seeking
to make a positive impact on the community. Over a one-year period, the students
research, solicit, review and award grants. In the process, the students learn more
about the needs of the community while also developing communication and
project-management skills. The program provides the students with an opportunity
to become engaged citizens.

The entire program is led by students, and SLC and JICUF provide support when
needed. As such, it is up to the students to research and publicize the grant
opportunity, create an application system, and agree on a rubric for how to review
applications. The students are responsible for awarding ¥1,000,000 in funds,
provided by JICUF. Last year, the students agreed upon five key points to focus on
for their review: Contribution to the community, probability of the project being
realized, contribution to the common good, efficacy of the proposed project, and
possibility for collaboration with other organizations. After examining the
applications against these criteria, four organizations were selected for funding.
The selected groups support fields ranging from local agriculture to child
development.

Unfortunately, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, it was difficult for the students to
interact with NPO representatives in person. This meant that their communication
was limited to online calls and emails. The restriction of not being able to
communicate in person was quite detrimental, since so many of the organizations
rely on interacting directly with people through events and in person programs. The
disconnect made it difficult to fully understand the type of outreach done by NPOs,
and the resources that the NPOs have available.
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First Group of CGG Grant Recipients Announced
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https://www.jicuf.org/first-group-of- Student Members of the Second Term

cgg-grant-recipients-announced/ https://office.icu.ac.jp/slc/news/en/cgg2nd.html

This year, we recruited members for the second phase,

and after screening documents

and interviews 9 students were

) selected to join the committee.
Last spring, the Common Good Grant (CGG) program was

launched as a collaborative effort between ICU’s Service-
Learning Center (SLC) and JICUF.
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We who study at ICU usually tend to look at things and consider issues
from a global, macro perspective. However, if we change our
perspective and look at the local area around ICU, there are many
issues that need to be addressed. The role of CGG is to support NPOs
who are working to solve such local issues with one million yen. In order
to fulfill this role, we have to go through each step of the process, from
application to screening and disbursement. For example, it is important
to expand our circle of activities in order to gather applicants. We also
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“We want to contribute to the creation of a prosperous community by
connecting NPOs and ICU students," "We want to contribute to the
community beyond the framework of benefits," and "We want to contribute
to solving local issues." These are the aspirations of this year's CGG
members. We will support last year's granted organizations and select this
year's granted organizations.

We believe that the Common Good is the happiness of all members of
society. We would like to tackle the difficult task of "Common Good around
ICU" and engage with NPOs in various ways to achieve this goal.
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need to develop specific criteria for screening the applicants. | am very
happy that we were able to successfully select the grantees through all
of these steps. It is very important to learn not only from a desk, but
also through practice. | would like to make the most of the experience
| gained at CGG for my future studies.

A characteristic activity of this year's CGG is to connect ICU students and
NPOs by acting as a bridge; we aim to revitalize the local community
starting from ICU and NPOs, and hope to contribute to the creation of a
town that is comfortable for everyone to live in.

This activity, which is in its second year this year, is still incomplete. In
particular, we need to carefully discuss and consider how to select granted
organizations. Our activities are not intended to provide grants to non-profit
organizations. We will discuss and consider what kind of organizations
would be ideal to award grants to in order to fulfill our mission for this year,
"to pursue the common good in the ICU neighborhood”. As a representative
of CGG, | would like to help develop the community with a sense of
responsibility.

Read by Anna started with the goal of equality in English education for
children in the community, with the hope that children would become
familiar with English from an early age, be exposed to the world's richest
source of information, and have more options for future activities. With the
aim of establishing a system in which children read English picture books
together, and children who have learned to read read to other children, and
children help children, we will make the most of the CGG grant to hold an
English picture book contest for children to draw and write their original
picture books.
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Mikiko Nishimura. Ed.D. This year marks the 20th anniversary of the Service-Learning Center. This spring term, we had a record 75 students register for general
’ education course. It was refreshing to see them happily returning to face-to-face classes for the first time in several years, engaging
WA At in group activities and applauding each other while participating in plenary discussions, and encouraging to know that many students

are looking for ways to engage with society and make themselves useful in some way. Seventeen students will be joining the SL
programs in the Philippines, India, Ghana, and South Africa over the summer. We also hosted the Service-Learning Asian Network
(SLAN) Business Meeting at online on July 1 and the 20th anniversary International Symposium at Hybrid on July 2. Over the past 20
years, the world has seen the emergence of many different forms of service-learning, and they are evolving every day. What will the
next 20 years hold for service-learning? We will continue to think about it as we go along. --from Cape Town, South Africa
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| have been a part of the book reading club since last year when we read Through the
Valley of Kwai, by E. Gordon. This club brought me great encounters with wonderful
people in ICU. The members started the “ICU Reconciliation Forum” and organized a
lecture series already at ICU.
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| had classes with 75 students. While online classes tend to be quiet, there
was a lot of energy and power in the face-to-face class. It was nice to see such
excitement in the classroom.

- EREERF

Professor, Sociology of Education
and International Educational
Development
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| bought a coffee mill. It started when | got some coffee beans as a
souvenir from overseas. The slow time in the morning when | grind the
beans for the day's coffee with the manual mill and drop them into the
bottle has become my new morning routine. One gift has given me a rich
time.
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| moved in May. | left the neighbors | had known, the supermarket | had
used, and the restaurants | had been a regular at, and am now working to
build new relationships. Although | just moved to a neighboring city, it is a
strange feeling to have zero people you know. | am currently exploring my
new neighbor.
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This newsletter will be published three times a year. We are looking for
someone to write articles related to SL, such as SL experience and current
work by graduates, introduction of the local community activities etc. If you
are interested, please contact SLC.
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For the purpose of generating more opportunities for students to engage
with service and a rich experiential learning of liberal arts education, SLC
has established the scholarship to students from 2020. If you would like to
support, please contact SLC.
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One day in April, a new student asked me for directions on campus. During our chat, |
asked, "Have you heard of service-learning?" and she replied that she was already
interested and wanted to be involved in the activity. It was a happy encounter that | hope
will lead to more interested students in the future.
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More than 500 SL students in the last 20 years. We hope that by [=]
connecting with everyone, we could have various collaborations such

as inviting events for graduates, guest lectures in classes, and | icusL Aumni
accepting SL students at your work place. igﬂzﬁgﬂ
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For both inside and outside of ICU, we post various information on FB/instagram/twitter,
such as the latest news, event information, SL activity introductions, ICU news, SLC
staff's short stories etc. Posting requests and interesting news would be appreciated too!
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