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International Symposium for SLAN 20th Anniversary
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To commemorate the 20th anniversary of the Service-Learning Asia Network (SLAN) and the Service-Learning Center (SLC), an international symposium
entitled "The Future of Service-Learning in Asia - A Regional Dialogue for Networking" was held in a hybrid format on July 2, 2022. More than 100 people registered
for the symposium, which was held in the International Conference Hall, and included past center directors and coordinators from the University.

Other speakers include Associate Professor Carol Ma (former Director of SLAN Office, Lingnan University, Hong Kong, now Associate Professor, Singapore
University of Social Sciences), Professor Betty McCann (President, Silliman University, Philippines), and Professor Mercy Pushpalatha (former President, Lady Doak
College, India), who commented on the future of service learning in Asia, and on behalf of other regions, Dr. Tim Stanton (former Director, Hans Center for Public
Service, Stanford University) and Dr. Florence McCarthy (former Associate Professor, Columbia University and former Advisor of ICU Service-Learning Center)

commented on the future of service-learning.

The discussion mainly focused on teaching methods, institutionalization, and future developments. Concerning teaching methods, it was argued that it is
essential to ask personal, academic, and socially critical questions during the SL process, to relate it to social impact and sociostructural challenges, and to develop a
continuous loop of reflection. The need for institutionalization was identified as harmonizing with the university's mission, developing multiple types and methods,
positioning the university in its three social roles of teaching, research, and social contribution, and the need for training opportunities to transform the university
faculty. The future development recommendations included systematic and continuous sharing of SL experiences in the Asian region, joint development and

implementation of thematic SL programs, and exploration of new forms of SL in an era of rapid change.
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Testimonies of Service-Activities for 2022
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Students participated in Community Service-Learning
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This summer, twenty-two students participated in the Community Service Learning
program. They went to various regions of Japan, from Hokkaido to Okinawa, and engaged
in 30-day activities. Five ICU students and one exchange student from Middlebury
College participated in JSSL and had activities in Mitaka and Tenryu Village. six students
from SLAN participated online. Also, eight students self-arranged their host organizations
this summer. They contacted the organizations and explained the service-learning program
in the spring term. The students reflect on their activities and deepen their learning by
taking a reflection class and writing practicum reports in the autumn term.

(K. Ishihara, SL Coordinator)
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focus my attention outside of Japan, but this program allowed me to see

the possibilities within Japan. In addition, the warm words of the local
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I did my service activity in the field of education to research the
disaster and learned more than I could contribute to the people there. In
particular, I felt that studying at ICU was not enough to broaden my
perspective. In fact, when I was exposed to the values of the local people,
I felt as if [ had encountered foreign values, even though I was in Japan.
I think this means that cultural diversity exists even within Japan, and that

there are ways of thinking that I am not yet aware of. I have tended to

people made a deep impression on me, and I believe that this motivated
me to engage in my own service activities. I would like to continue to be

involved with this town over the long vacations in the future.
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This is a translation of
Japanese testimonial of

International student.

FABKHEN CREREL 72 2 L i3t 7'm 77T LT Ao 725472
EERBVET, mErlwd L, RIHAE BB 0T, B
Mo NOFEZME 223 b, KENOELICOWTE - 271 TIE
B B DOHLVWEEIHE o TCwE LA, 22T, —HOIEH)
DD o TH, HAREOHESK DL hdofkTT, 20, F
2 EHARFEZME S T 2D THRICHEZPIN Lt T E L, 3D
Dh ZDBRET, AOFERNERFEN 2 @O L LB TEEL
Tzo ZNFZTTEZAL, MOFELD LRGEROETE L 7,
BHRIL 6 NEEDL LTV T, TXAERD. ENLEZAD. B
ERZENT-An e REd LrkhrozTd, —7sHEZFTL
7o, BAMBRZRY £ L7,

Z0h o, REN OGRS HIRICHK > T E 3, FIcETER
DIFEMEL e BB LET A b, b LilESRC L
% ET, REEN UL Lt aWBfR 2 ERR AR cE L L7, K
iy BRI EEZ MEEICH 2 BRI TERE LD TR, B
HWicfToTEML7Y, HADEZ T LE#REERLAZV T X
L7,

My experience in Tenryu Village was different from other students
who participated in the program. Since [ am a Japanese learner, [ was able
to listen to the local people’s stories and learn many new words as well
as the history of Tenryu Village. Even after the day's activities were over,

I was still speaking Japanese all the time, so I was constantly absorbing
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new knowledge. Thanks to this, [ was able to improve my vocabulary and

conversation skills. Not only that, but I was able to deepen the
relationships with other students. Since I lived with the same six students
every day, | had no choice but to show them how healthy I was, how tired
I was, how hungry I was, etc. It was only one month, but we quickly
became good friends.

In addition, the activities in Tenryu Village also left a lasting
impression on me. Talking with the elderly people living in the village,
studying with the students, and playing with the children, I was able to
directly experience the culture and social relations of Tenryu Village. In
particular, unlike examining traditional customs in library materials, I was
able to learn more about the villagers' way of thinking by actually visiting

the site.
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Students participated in International Service-Learning
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First time in three years an in-person international service-learning program was held
in 2022. A total of 17 ICU students participated in service-learning activities in five
locations in four countries: the Philippines (Silliman University), India (Lady Doak
College, Union Christian College), Ghana (Ho Technical University), and South Africa
(University of Cape Town). While the effects of the Corona pandemic still linger, the
students were vaccinated, applied for visas in some countries, prepared, and departed for
their destinations with great anticipation. They spent 30 days there, meeting and talking
with various people, experiencing and learning, listening to the local language, tasting
food, and using all of their senses, before heading home. Even returning to Japan required
a PCR test in a prescribed format. The students themselves all did their best to complete
the activities and returned home safely. I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the
host institution for accepting our students and for allowing them to participate in the
activities. (H. Yokote, SL Coordinator)
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Memorable moments were when a girl at the facility told me "I miss
my mother," and when we talked about family, many children said, "I
want to complete my family.” I heard the voices of the hearts of children
who wanted to experience the warmth of family but could not because
their families had been torn apart for some reason. It is difficult for me to
work directly with these children's families, but my desire to contribute
to restoring or rebuilding the happiness that has been taken away from
them has been strengthened. I believe that the experience of being in
contact with children in a foreign country, the Philippines, who have a
painful past of poverty and abuse, is an experience only service-learning
can provide, not sightseeing tours. Sometimes it was painful to learn
about the children's past, but seeing with my own eyes that such children

exist in the world made me seriously think about what I could do to help

them.

By working in elementary and high schools, I was not only able to
engage with local children but also learn about social and language issues
in education that I could only experience in South Africa. In addition to

education, I could also visit an organization that protects children who
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Lady Doak College (India)

have been violated, trafficked, or sexually exploited, as well as slums,
which was great. Furthermore, I was able to work with a professor who
teaches Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) at UCT, so I was
able to learn more about ESD. By participating in workshops on
environmental issues, | felt that I was able to help the local people in some
small way, such as by picking up plastic trash in the local sea. The smiles
and time I spent playing with the local children, the one-month dormitory
life with the other participants in this program, and picking up trash on

the beach all left a deep impression on me.
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1 was very happy to get to know
Lady Doak College students who
supported us as volunteers, as the
program structure allowed us to
spend weekends together and visit
service sites together. The most
memorable experience of this
service-learning program was the
main activity at the elementary

school. Although we had limited

time, we deepened our

understanding of the school by talking a lot with the students and teachers,
and we kept searching for what we could do, even though there was no
set activity that we had to do. I was also very happy to be able to deepen
exchanges with the students by actually visiting the school every day and
interacting with them. The townscape of India, which is completely

different from that of Japan, was also very memorable.

Comments from Service Sites and Partner Institution of 2022
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Two ICU students ventured into the town of Gojome, Akita
Prefecture this summer. It is one of the most exciting parts of the SL
program to see how their positionality and behavior change day by day as
they actively enter the town, meet people, and deepen their thinking, and
we are very happy to have them with us again this summer. The local
community is not only happy to see the fresh presence of the girls, but
also still looks at the journals they left behind from time to time after they

returned home.
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ARUN Seed supports entrepreneurs who are working to solve
social issues around the globe. We have accepted students from Service-
Learning since 2020. ARUN is planning to hold a business competition

this year with the theme, "realizing gender equality." The service-

learning students, along with volunteers and student interns, have been
working on planning and preparation for this event. The perspectives

and ideas of the students are the vital driving force behind our activities.
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Silliman University,

Philippines

Office of Community Engagement and Service-Learning, Silliman
University hosted the International Service-Learning in Dumaguete City,
Philippines, from June 27 to July 26, with six (6) participants from
International Christian University, Japan.

ICU and Silliman implemented in-person International Service-
Learning (ISL) engagements for the first time since the COVID-19
pandemic. The

ICU and Silliman students engaged partner agencies: La Casa
Esperanza, Dumaguete City Youth Home, and Little Children of the
Philippines Foundation, Inc. ISL is an intercultural exchange and a life-
learning experience for the Service-Learners and partner agencies.
Silliman University sent representatives to the 2022 Japan Summer

Service-Learning, namely: Beatriz Ellene Gatanela and Isabel Torres.
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Students of Lady Doak
College, India

We got to meet three [CU Students this year. We admired their
kindness and how often they said "thank you", their collected
composure and adaptability to other cultural spaces. Through
intercultural sharing, we now know about Japanese religions,
prominent food in their cuisine, got to see them wear an actual
Yukata and learnt Japanese a little. Our visit to service sites was a
learning experience, we learnt about things we were oblivious to,
things about our culture and our society. Their teamwork,
presentation and critical thinking inspired us. We are grateful for
the exposure we had and the friends we got.
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Former Service-Learning Participants Now
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This summer [ had the opportunity to do an internship with a
company that provides consulting services for development projects.
Through my internship activities, I was able to look back and recapture
my experiences and learning in Service-Learning (SL); it is important,
both in SL and in this internship, to see myself and my counterpart's
positionality as "individuals and individuals" rather than as "Japanese
and Such and such people " or "students and adults" based on the country
or organization to which one belongs.

As part of my internship activities, I conducted interviews with
employees of an organization in the Philippines. As I was preparing the
questions prior to implementation, I thought, "How will Filipinos answer
the questions, short or long answers? That would affect the time
allotment." However, when I started the interviews, I found that,
although it is obvious in retrospect, there was a great variety in the way
people answered the questions, and it was impossible to say "such and
such people are like this”. Furthermore, I was able to draw out a lot of
useful information from my interviewees by improving my questioning
based on the new information I had obtained before the second day of
the hearing, of which interview was divided into two days. I realized that
the attitude and behavior of the interviewee can change greatly
depending on the preparation and actions on the interviewer's side.

Even in the SL activities, at first, I saw myself and the other party's
positionality as "Japanese and Ghanaian" or "students and adults". In our
activities in Ghana, I thought that the garbage problem was due to the
low awareness of the residents, but it was wrong. Many of them were
very environmentally conscious, and I received many questions from
junior high school students from a sharp perspective that I had not even
noticed myself. When I worked at the Children's Diner, at first, I was
aware that [ was "helping" as a volunteer staff member, but as a member
of the Children's Diner community, talking with the children and the
warm community members made it an important place for me to be. And
both eventually transformed into a positionality as "friends working
together".

I have been an exchange student in the UK since September.
Interacting with many people from various backgrounds, I feel that by
viewing them as "individuals and individuals" rather than through the
filter of the country or organization to which they belong, I can find the
good in each person and reflect on my own behavior. I would like to
continue to look back often on my learning in SL and relate it to my

learning in study abroad.

2021 FEOEHOFRT  Activities in 2021
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Just as Steve Jobs spoke of "connecting the dots" when looking back
on his life, I feel like my dots are being connected when I look back on
SL and afterwards. I would like to take this opportunity to reflect on how
the learning I gained at SL has led me to my post-graduation career path.

There were two most impressive lessons as I joined for service-

activities of JSSL and other programs in 2019.

SLEv2—RHhbDXyt— / Message from the Director of SLC

R BFRIE
Mikiko Nishimura, Ed.D.

BHRT - BREER
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The first is the importance of on-the-ground experience. We tend to
have preconceptions about things based on information from the news.
However, when I went to the field at SL, I encountered a series of
discoveries that were different from what [ expected, and my
preconceptions were shattered. This experience improved my critical
thinking and made me realize how much I could learn from the field, and
I became more conscious of going to the field. I will be working after
graduation, but I hope to go to graduate school someday. My career
perspective of working in the field, using that experience to deepen my
studies in graduate school, and then moving on to the next step, may be
connected to the "Service" and "Learning" cycle.

The second thing I learned was a change in my positionality: the
feeling of being able to help society through SL and the experience of
being exposed to the diversity of people gave me the desire to not be
passive, but to be at the center of social issues and to be flexible in how I
live my life. In my job search, I thought deeply about how I wanted to be
involved in society and looked for a place where I could grow and be
involved in environmental issues.

Completing my job hunting, I will start my career as a public
servant next year, and I would like to work by identifying the
essence of issues, while remembering the importance of going to
the field and the diversity of people and society that I learned at SL.
I would like to expand my field of activity little by little, thinking
flexibly about what I can do without getting too caught up in my
position, and I dream of working with the people I met at SL again

and connecting the "dots" further when I look back in the future.

3ENY A TITObN-EE SL IZR{T L T/ Accompanying the first face-to-face International SL in three years.
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This summer, the International Service-Learning (SL) program was conducted face-to-face for the first time in three years.
The Ho Technical University in Ghana and the University of Cape Town in South Africa joined as one of our partner institutions,
and Dr. Fujinuma spent two weeks with students in Ghana and | spent two weeks with students in South Africa. It had been a
long time since | had lived without a mask, and | was delighted to feel the atmosphere of a foreign country, to build relationships
with people | had never met before, and to see the smiling faces of children. In preparing for SL in the midst of a pandemic, we
had to ask our partner institutions to make tremendous arrangements, and the SLC staff had to deal with health management,
document preparation, risk management, and other stresses that were unprecedented in previous years, but | am very grateful

that we were able to make it a reality. | am very thankful that we were able to make it happen.
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I've been playing Sudoku and Woodoku again recently. | am into completing
one puzzle during the 10-minute train ride to work. On days when | could solve
one puzzle, | can start my day with a good feeling.
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| found there is a public gym in my neighborhood that | can use it at a very
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reasonable price. | didn’t get enough exercise, making COVID-19 an excuse,
but | will continue to work on exercise in the fall.
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My son (14 years old) is a train geek and has gotten me hooked on train travel.
During the summer vacation, we rode almost all the train lines in Sendai and
visited the tram museum. We are planning a trip on the Rumoi Line, which will

be closed next year.
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SL Stories, Alumni Columns, Introducing Community etc---WANTED!
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Recently, | have been watching a Saturday morning variety show called
"Ranking Everything," which compares and ranks everything from food to
clothing and accessories. It is quite interesting to see how the durability of
folding umbrellas or the compatibility of cream buns with cream and bread are
measured.
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| have read Hiroshi Maeda's "The Strongest Vegetable Soup" and am into
making this soup. The author is a world-renowned anti-cancer researcher. He
researched from the viewpoint of "why plants do not get cancer even if they
are exposed to ultraviolet rays" and recommended vegetable soup based on

his findings. Being healthy is what all of us long for.
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[ICU ALUMNI] Please register for Alumni FB group and tell your friends!
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This newsletter will be published three times a year. We are looking for someone
to write articles related to SL, such as SL experience and current work by
graduates, introduction of the local community activities etc. If you are interested,

please contact SLC.
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Help us assist Students’ Service-Learning
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More than 500 SL students in the last 10 years. We hope that by I(gLUjuLé\I;rzﬂlé
connecting with everyone, we could have various collaborations [ FEM&ERE

such as inviting events for graduates, guest lectures in classes,

accepting SL students at your work place.
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Follow us on SNSs!
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For the purpose of generating more opportunities for students to engage with service

and a rich experiential learning of liberal arts education, SLC has established the

scholarship to students from 2020. If you would like to support, please contact SLC.
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INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

Expanding Potential

EMAIL slc@icu.ac.jp
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T181-8585 HFEE=ZEMARI-10-2 W1 BRIBES X7 7O NT2E
3-10-2 Osawa, Mitaka city Tokyo, 181-8585, JAPAN

TEL 0422 —33—-3687 FAX 0422 —33—3685
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For inside and outside of ICU, we post various information on

FB/instagram/twitter, such as the latest news, event information, SL activity

introductions, [CU news, SLC staff’s short stories etc. Posting requests and interesting

news would be appreciated too!
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