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Preface

While service-learning often focuses on the relation between students and community,
what is the role of faculty? Much attention has been paid to service-learning in Japan since the
2010s, whereas it seems that only faculty who does field work in their specialized field tends
to take charges of service-learning programs without institutional back-up with thorough
examination of and consensus on its philosophy and pedagogy. In the 8" volume of the SL
Research Monograph Series, we asked faculty at ICU and Nagasaki University, a partner
university, to document their experience of conducting a service-learning program or of
receiving students in service-learning.

Programs that attempt to solve a problem thought PBL, to contribute to society though
volunteer activities, and to obtain vocational experience through internship are different from
service-leaning which explores more fundamental link between volunteer activities and
academic learning in the epistemological and behavioral dimensions. Thus, questioning
academia’s epistemology and faculty’s positionality is imperative in service-learning. In this
volume, each faculty’s positionality as an educator and researcher is vividly described. The
best part of learning emerges in the dialogue, action, and reflection among faculty, students,
and community. | hope that this volume will be read by many who would teach service-
learning in the future and activate discussion on various perspectives of academia and
education, and thereby to explore the future forms of higher education further.

February 2023
Mikiko Nishimura
Director of ICU Service-Learning Center
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