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It's the FIRST newsletter! Four times a year, we will tell you about what

SLC does in each term. There will be columns for students, alumni, and
the community too!
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Online Classes and Remote Service Activities
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In the Spring Term in ICU, all classes were online due to the influence of COVID-19, and we opened the course:
"General Education: Service-Learning" consisting of "Lectures + 18 hours of practicum." Approximately 30 people
(half of them are freshmen) registered for the course, were divided into 6 groups with 5 host institutions, and engaged
in remote service activities such as international exchange (planning and operating virtual excursions with children
etc.), environmental awareness survey in Mitaka, NGO's fundraising and public relations activities using SNSs, and
SL program issue analysis and proposals to SLC. While students were sometimes confused at remote communication,
they tried to work on each activitiy by taking advantage of the flexibility to respond without cost or time regulations.
Currently, while the needs for services are limited, a new form of collaboration has been created with Middlebury
College in US, which is also affiliated with the JSSL program (*), and “Glocal Mitaka,” which promotes international
exchange locally. At class, they gave a presentation to us about various local activities under the COVID-19 crisis. At
the final presentation, nearly 50 people, including host institutions and ICU faculty members, participated in the class.
We could see that each of students tried to think about what they could do for society as a university student and
found many discoveries of society and themselves through service activities.

* Students from US, Asia and ICU students serve together in Mitaka and rural areas for about a month during summer recess.
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On April 21, Hong Kong students gave us the
presentation of the “Urban Agricultural Project”
and had a discussion with ICU students. As
students expressed their opinions critically, it
was a lively interactive session. Based on this
joint class, we plan to explore the possibilities of
collaborative classes between universities in the
future.
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On June 18, SLAN (Service-Learning Asia Network)
meeting was held, with the participation of 50
people from 23 institutions in 8 countries, to
develop SL in the Asian region. As a meeting in
Taiwan was canceled, it became the first online
SLAN meeting. ICU shared new initiatives such as
faculty/major related SL, SL outside Asia and
scholarships. Our partner universities shared
information including programs with ICU and
discussed strengthening cooperation in the future.
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Due to the situation of the new Coronavirus, Summer Programs On June 6, the Institute of Educational Research fhe case offenies leaming
Service-Learning Program in 2020 has been Summer 2020 and Service (IERS), ICU hosted the "Online Joint N7
suspended. Community Service-Learning (service Cancelled Symposium Showcasing of Responses to the
activities in the local community for about 30 days) COVID-19 Crisis at ICU." SLC talked about
will be offered in the Autumn Term (TBD: depending challenges of the online classes; "General

on the COVID-19 situation).

Education: Service-Learning" in the spring term.
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SL Ambassador’s Voice “Service-Experience Brought me to the Philippines. Filipino University’s Responses to COVID-19”
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Nakako Takeuchi
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#Lady Doak College
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#Summer 2018
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[/ decided to study in the
Philippines because of my

service-learning experience.
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Who are SL Ambassadors?
Students who previously
participated in the SI
program and engage in
activities for development
of SL such as planning new
programs, events, PR etc.

SL Ambassador’ s note:
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From August last year, | studied at Ateneo de Manila University (ADMU)
in Manila, Philippines as an exchange student. ADMU has always been
a leader in domestic private schools and sports as well, and is well-
known in both academic and athletic excellence.

While studying abroad in the United States or the United Kingdom is
popular at ICU, | decided to study in the Philippines because of my
service-learning experience. During the summer of my sophomore year,
| spent about a month at Lady Doak College in South India, learning
about Indian culture and society and engaging service activities at local
schools. Throughout the activities, | was overwhelmed by the poverty
cycle and social complexity that can be seen in the actual development
areas. This is why | chose ADMU, where | could study top-level
development studies in the country and staying at the development
area. At class in ADMU, | was able to learn practical fields by launching
development programs in collaboration with NGOs and private
companies engaging in social business.

Around mid-March, the number of people infected with the new
coronavirus also began to increase in the Philippines, and for the first
time the university was closed. Then online classes started, but it ended
in less than a week due to the inequality of students’ network
environment and different correspondence by professors. In Manila, the
lockdown started, and the government issued an announcement restricting the return of foreigners, so immediately | needed to go back to Japan.
After returning to Japan, | received an announcement from ADMU, saying that “the semester ends in early April instead of May, and the university
will give students a grade of "P (Pass)" in all classes (unless they have already failed). This decision was made in consideration of the potential
to increase the mental burden of online classes for students and professors who live in anxiety during an emergency.

In this short period of time, things around me changed so much and | felt desperate that | couldn't finish my semester and that | could no longer
return to ADMU as an international student. At the same time, however, | felt that the university's decision to “shorten the semester for mental
care” was very Philippine like. The professor always consulted with students when deciding on deadlines for exams and submissions, and
arranged for them so that they could study comfortably. By seeing Filipino people' attitude of being serious but optimistic and enjoying the
present, | naturally understood their idea. And the judgment of this university became a hot topic in the Philippines, and a lot of praise was sent
to the university. On the day of the announcement, the name of ADMU even became the trend of Twitter. When | found it in Japan, | felt so proud
of it.

Currently, I am working on preparations for my graduation thesis and internships. Besides, | found an interesting topic in the Philippines when |
was there, so | decided to go to graduate school to study for it. | think that one month | spent in India made me go to the Philippines and graduate
school as well, and it was an irreplaceable experience that is still a core of my values in career.

REERFF—LONRTy PR—ILOHAEGZEHELICITo/-E &
College basketball game with my friends in Ateneo de Manila University



Introducing our Community “Virtual School Trip for Kids in Mitaka”
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DATE Sat. May 16 & 23 * Morning/Afternoon * 1 hour per session
PARTICIPANTS 5 people (infant to elementary school children) per session * 20 in total
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Mr. Yutaka Kakuma

Glocal &7=H
Glocal Mitaka
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There were various restrictions on children’s lives due to the
COVID-19 crisis. Under such circumstances, it was very
meaningful that we were able to provide children with the
opportunity to "enjoy themselves" with students. The students
started from finding issues and then preparing for who, what, and
how. It was wonderful that they developed the content by
practicing and thinking again and again. Glocal Mitaka members
supported a lot by connecting students with the local community
and children. It was the best team and the best time for everyone.
Thank you for the great excursion.
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Ms. Miki Arakaki
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School in Japan
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Under the pandemic situation, even though the
majority of participants (ICU students, Middlebury
College students, Glocal Mitaka members) had never
met before and met online for the first time, it was a
great opportunity that we could create a project in
collaboration with local communities. The students
were satisfied with their accomplishment after
overcoming the problems of time difference,
language barrier, and internet environment. Based on
this online session, we would like to continue to
explore the possibility of collaborating with SLC and

joint projects in the future.
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-Our Stay Home Life-
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There are lots of paper-based and tangled procedures in schools. Right after the
pandemic of the COVID-19 followed by the restrictions in entering the campus, we
had to review many processes and have shifted online. Maybe this was
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Searching for new social needs under the coronavirus crisis and challenges for online classes and service activities together
with students, professors, and partners
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Due to the pandemic of the new coronavirus, almost all SL practicum courses this year have been canceled. However, if we think from different
perspectives, there might be new needs of society at such times. Hence we decided to offer the General Education course this term including
18 hours of service activities. Working with students, faculty, community organizations and SLC, as well as our partner school, Middlebury
College (USA), we have discovered service needs via online by trying things around. The students challenged the first attempt to connect and
collaborate with others, whom they never met before, from their respective places. As a result, questions have been raised about the
conventional way of separating “domestic” from “international” and the definition of “field”. The world of the post-corona crisis has even
overturned the concept and approach of service-learning, offering the opportunity to redefine it. Being ICU like, SLC will continue to make
progress by facing the challenges positively.
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Remote work means gaining weight! | take my dog out for a walk but still not
enough compared to walking around the huge ICU campus.

At home | enjoy wine and food and watching too much Netflix and online seminars
during my free time. | need to do more exercise.
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| spend the whole spring term at home. It's hard to believe that the
seasons changed during my working from home. At first | wore jackets, but now
I'm wearing summer clothes. It's convenient to stay home, but | really miss the
green campus.

unexpected consequence brought to us by the turmoil? We'll see.
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Yoga and cooking (sometimes Uber EATS) everyday for health. Walking
in the neighborhood made me buy flowers at a florist and get a takeout at a
restaurant | happened to find. These are days of discovery. | also started ukulele
that | hadn’t touched for a long time.
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It's been 3 months since staying home. At first | was worried about my health and
took a walk, but gradually became easier and lazy at home. And this went bad..so
again | tried to move myself more. | feel that my heart and body are honest!
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This newsletter will be published four times a year. We are looking for someone to
write articles related to SL, such as SL experience and current work by graduates,
introduction of the local community activities etc. If you are interested, please
contact SLC.
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Help us assist Students’ Service-Learning
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For the purpose of generating more opportunities for students to engage with
service and a rich experiential learning of liberal arts education, SLC has
established the scholarship to students from 2020. If you would like to support,
please contact SLC.

ICU sraunxy

INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY
Expanding Potential
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EMAIL slc@icu.ac.jp

v -2 &— /Service-Learning Center

T181-8585 HREA=ZEHARI-10-2 H4sBRBRIESXAT7OT /N7 2
3-10-2 Osawa, Mitaka city Tokyo, 181-8585, JAPAN

TEL 0422 —33—-3687 FAX 0422 —-33-3685
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[ICU ALUMNI] Please register for Alumni FB group and tell your friends!
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More than 500 SL students in the last 10 years. We hope that by O 2
connecting with everyone, we could have various collaborations _
such as inviting events for graduates, guest lectures in classes, '&J iﬂ?ﬂ
accepting SL students at your work place. BESMERE)
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For both inside and outside of ICU, we post various information on
FB/instagram/twitter, such as the latest news, event information, SL activity
introductions, ICU news, SLC staff's short stories etc. Posting requests and
interesting news would be appreciated too!
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Official Website

Follow us!
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