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21 students successfully completed the 30-day service-learning (SL) practicum during Autumn and Winter terms. This time, we
were able to offer a new type of service-learning experience by "in-school term practicum" and "combining online and onsite
practicum" at a time when on-site practicum was limited due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The fieldwork took place at a variety of
organizations, from those with which ICU has a longstanding relationship to those newly discovered by the students themselves in
search of activities that match their interests. For example, peace promotion activities in Nagasaki, social networking and
crowdfunding at an educational support NGO in Bangladesh, IT-based educational activities at an environmental NPO, upcycling
activities at a facility aiming for zero waste, and a project to explore the history of Japanese American Internment in collaboration
with students from Middlebury College in the US. Some of the comments from the students included, "l was hesitant at first, but : \
there were many things that university students can do at NGOs," "l would like to establish a student organization to sustain our activities," and "l would like to take
a multifaceted approach to environmental issues on and off campus in the future. In the past, ICU students have participated in relatively many overseas programs,
but with the COVID-19 pandemic preventing them from traveling overseas, we are seeing a great increase in the number of students turning their attention to domestic
programs.
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SL Course on "Design Thinking" with Lingnan University, Hong Kong

Signing the Agreement with Tenryu Village, Nagano Prefecture
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On February 3, 2021, Tenryu Village, Nagano
and SLC signed the agreement with the aim
of contributing to the development of
sustainable local communities and human
resources. ICU students will be able to
engage in 30-day service activities to
contribute to Tenryu Village by thinking of
the issues and needs. The signing ceremony
was held online due to the spread of the new
coronavirus infection.
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In Winter term, we offered “Special Studies in
Service-Learning Il,” an advanced course that
explores methods and effects of SL. In
December, we had guest lectures from
Lingnan University, Hong Kong, who have
incorporated "Design Thinking" as an
approach for problem-solving into SL. The
ICU participants were able to learn about
service-learning in a slightly different
focusing on problem-solving.

Design Thinking — Step by Step

EMPATHIZE .
DEFINE PROTOTYPE
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Brochure Introducing Service Activities in Japan Issued Issued "SL Studies Series 6," Case Studies of COVID-19 Pandemic and Future Prospects
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We have just issued a brochure introducing the PROGRAM On March 19, 2021, "SL Studies Series 6" was

"Community SL" program, which involves service e published, ten years after its first publication
activities at NPOs and public institutions in in 2005. This volume aims at looking ahead to
Japan. Compared to the "International SL,” the the prospective pedagogy of service-learning
number of participants in CSL is relatively small, in the post-pandemic era from the case
but we have gathered feedback from ICU partner studies of ICU and partner institutions in
institutions and students to promote the India, Hong Kong, and South Africa.

program, which is not yet well known.

FE1TWIE, SLCY 7Y A FTITEWAEEIFEXT., / The publications are available at SLC website.
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SL Student’s Voice “JSSL Program and Subsequent Volunteer Activities That Led to My Career Path After Graduation”
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DEA L DIE. [ALEDZE] & ] B B — = | joined Japan Summer Service Learning Program (JSSL) in 2018. The primary

motivation was that | was interested in how people in the local Japanese community
interact through service. Also, | was interested in doing activities in Japan with
international students. We, ICU students and international students, visited local
elementary schools, elderly facilities, and Tenryu village in Nagano prefecture during
the program. Consequently, | obtained a new perspective that | call “interaction of
one’s lives” through the program.
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[ obtained a new perspective that

/ call “interaction of one’s lives”
The students’ visiting of educational or social welfare facilities might seem that there
are explicit roles of who is to do servicing and who is to be served. However, | learned
that this does not necessarily reflect reality. For instance, in elementary schools,
natural communication had occurred when “children who welcomed the visitors of
their community” and “JSSL members who wanted to meet and know about children”
met in one place. After that moment, the cultural exchange became inevitable, which
was the process that impressed me a lot. Also, in Tenryu village, all the participants
could feel a sense of belonging when people’s passion in the village and JSSL
members came across. This experience inspired me because the feeling seemed to
contain a lot more than just a meeting. To discuss the meaning of this experience
with the JSSL members and the local community members was my biggest harvest
of the program.

through the program.

What is JSSL program?

Collaborating with
Middlebury College, US, AR
Students from US, Asia TY—R I —LTOFES & DEF)
and ICU students serve Activities with kids at free school
together in Mitaka and
rural areas for about a
month during summer
recess.

After the program, | continued volunteering
at the free school called Free Space Cosmo
(the place where children who do not/
cannot go to school grow and learn), which |
spent four days of the program. Also, | did
some learning support volunteer works and visited some third places, which was a
“journey” of thinking more about what | have learned in the SL program. Then, | found that
all those places | have visited valued what could generate or stimulate in people who
consist the place. | was impressed by how the managers struggle to guarantee the space
as a safe and secure place for the individuals to be themselves. Therefore, | thought |
want to be a person like those who | have met in the journey.
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After all, | decided to become one of the staff members of a Non-Profit Organization that =~ #~7
also administrates Free Space Cosmo. Now, looking at other staff and combining what |~ Wit
have learned in ICU and SL program, | am making an effort to assist children in
accumulating the meaningful experiences of “encountering” with the outside of themselves.

1er graduation thesis

1
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SL Alumni’s Voice “A Brief Encounter from Service Activities in a School for the Blind in the Philippines that Led to an Encounter after 10 years” —Part Il
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SL Alumni AHABAEFE
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And now...SL was my second trip to the Philippines. The first time was
mainly in the city, so | found the difference in welfare facilities (facilities,
treatment, etc.) between urban and rural areas. It was also the first time |
saw the current situation of the visually impaired in the Philippines. Then
| traveled to the Philippines several times and also visited a special needs
class | visited in SL. Moreover, after studying abroad in the Philippines for
a year and working in the Philippines for a year, | am currently working at
JICA Hokkaido as a supporter for trainees, especially foreign students
coming to Hokkaido University as a long term trainee.

There are some stories of how our B
encounters with people we met led

to next actions.
During SL activities in one month, we did not know much about the
Philippines and did not speak local languages, so there were very few
things that we could do. However, there are some stories of how our
encounters with people we met led to next actions. There's a story that |
saved a baby's life. Last summer | got a Facebook messenger saying "l
want to know about your life, how you live with being blind. My son is blind
Db L and he's just a baby and | don't think he can live without my support in the
Visiting a Blind Baby and Mother in Cebu future... " A mother in the Philippines sent a message to me. She was so
pessimistic, because her son had just been diagnosed as visually
impaired. She even looked that she might kill her baby.

| referred her to teachers and organizations that provide life training for visually impaired children and connected her with an
older mom who had raised her blind twins to adulthood. She finally calmed down, and | met her family in January of 2021. Then
she posted a photo of me with her blind babies on Facebook, and later | received a message from another Filipino saying "Thank
you for helping her and her babies. | am a friend of Lanie (the social worker | met in SL). | don't think you remember me, but we
met once when you visited us with Lanie. | was shocked to meet you. You were blind, you went to college, and | saw you coming
to a foreign country and volunteering. So when | heard that Case (the baby's mother) was struggling with her blind son, | told her
about you. | didn't expect Case to find you on Facebook and contact you." .....A momentary encounter in service-learning 9.5 years
ago can lead to the story like this.
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On November 25, 2020, SLC was invited to participate in the
"Global Learning Program (GLP)" at ICU High School. We
introduced ICU's service-learning and did a workshop on "Mapping
Service Activity Destinations Around ICU". In the workshop,
students did research on non-profit organizations in Mitaka,
Koganei, and Musashino, wrote them on sticky notes, and map
them. We realized that there are so many service (volunteer)
opportunities around ICU and the importance of local community
that supports the ICU. We hope this would be an opportunity for
them to get interested in SL and local communities and to lead to
the next action.
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Of the six original members who laid the foundation for SL Ambassador, two graduated in March 2020, and the remaining four have now graduated. Originally, 2
students who finished their SL activities said to SLC, "We want to do something for the development of SL after SL activities!” Then, we welcomed four students who
agreed with the idea, and this project started around September 2018. Since then, we have been meeting regularly once a month to discuss ideas such as "how to let
more |ICU students know about the attractiveness of SL" and "how to build a better SL program". They have been actively involved in a variety of activities, including
events such as Q&A sessions and film screenings, creating and displaying posters, sharing information on SNS, creating SL videos, and presenting their experiences
at Open Campus and in class. On March 24, 2021, we had an online lunch meeting including two graduates who had already graduated. As we asked them about their
future plans after graduation, such as going to the graduate school or working at companies, they said, "My SL experience had a great impact on my career decision,"
"| will establish a branch office in Africa (Kenyan participant)," and "l will continue to study development studies based on my learning from SL.” We hope they will
have success and happiness in their new life, using their SL experience. Without these six people, SL Ambassador would not exist today. Thank you so much and
congratulations on your graduation!
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A {2 Yuri Fujimoto
#Indonesia #Petra Christian University #Summer 2018
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| learned a lot of unforgettable experiences from SL
programs, and | always tried to tell what | learned
from these experiences to students through
attending some programs such as information
sessions of SL program. | hope more and more
students to attend SL program and to study deeply.

)l R% Mizuki Nishikawa
#Kenya #GLMi #Summer 2018

P—ER- TV DREBELLIEEADBEFEW
NTEC, RHIZE LI -72TT, HYUHESITTW
LA

| really enjoyed helping to share the beauty of
service-learning. | hope that many more ICU
students will deepen their learning through service
learning in the future. | would like to thank everyone
who was involved. Good luck with your service
learning!

1A FE 4 F Nanako Takeuchi
#India #Lady Doak College #Summer 2018
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Having taken part in the Service Learning Program
in South India, | became one of the first members
of SL Ambassador. It was a valuable experience to
work with the center to improve PR of the program
at the campus out of nothing. Thank you so much
for your opportunity and support!

Wk 7 BF Yuriko Kobayashi

#China #Amity Foundation #Summer 2018
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| was able to talk about service-learning with more

students through SL Ambassador activities. Thank
you very much!
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EIRT 2L »o [HET 2R ~DEEEE A turning point from "learning by choice" to "experience by challenge
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Do you think, "l can't go to the field, so | can't do service activities and my learning is limited," or do you think, "l can't go to the
field, so this is an opportunity to review and learn from conventional service activities? Throughout the past year, | have changed
my position from the former to the latter. What gave me the opportunity to do so was the inspirational power of the people at
partner organizations in Japan and abroad. This term, | am continuing my dialogue with domestic and international partners to
further open up online possibilities for the coming year. | am impressed by the way our partners are actively trying to open up new
avenues and never lose their commitment to pursue forms of contribution to society in the midst of change. A society that is
always in a state of crisis rather has the power to "do something about it" under difficult and unstable conditions. | hope that
more students will be motivated to "challenge" new things, rather than just "choosing" the opportunities that are given to them.

R B
Mikiko Nishimura, Ed.D.
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Professor, Sociology of Education and
International Educational Development

&% / Editor's note ~SLC
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| don't think | want any new challenges right now. | have
decided to make this a time to look at the warmth in my
daily life. For example, | am happy to see that the crocus
bulbs | planted in my garden last fall have bloomed.
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| want to incorporate my favorite yoga into my life and lead
a healthy life both mentally and physically. Yoga teaches not only how to pose, but
also how to think and interact with others, and there are more than 50 books on
yoga in the ICU Library! | must study!
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SL Stories, Alumni Columns, Introducing Community etc:--WANTED!
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This newsletter will be published four times a year. We are looking for someone to
write articles related to SL, such as SL experience and current work by graduates,
introduction of the local community activities etc. If you are interested, please
contact SLC.

A NHARENESITKOTH —ERICEDLEZE, URTLT—YHBIZS
EhLWEBRNFEOHEAXIREM T2 2 BRIIC,. 2020 E&L Y BZEHEERS
F L7, TXEICEKOH D HIE, SLC EFTEAMLBLLLE L,

For the purpose of generating more opportunities for students to engage with
service and a rich experiential learning of liberal arts education, SLC has
established the scholarship to students from 2020. If you would like to support,
please contact SLC.

ICU mp=exxs

INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

Expanding Potential

Y—EX:F—=v5 - > %— /Service-Learning Center
T181-8585 HRH=ZBEHAR3I-10-2 H4IEFGEALSEAT
3-10-2 Osawa, Mitaka city Tokyo, 181-8585, JAPAN

TEL 0422 —-33-3687 FAX 0422333685
EMAIL slc@icu.ac.jp
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Working from home gives me more time with my dog Popo
which is nice. However, during the online meetings, Popo some’umes shows up
next to me on the screen and startles me, or barks at the door when someone
comes, making me “mute” myself in haste. For 2021, | want to extend walking

| time with him, so that we can spend more healthy time together.
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I've been asked to be the Music Director at the church |
attend. While it is a volunteer "service," this is a new challenge for me. | bought a
new guitar last year, so I'll be practicing in my free moments.
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More than 500 SL students in the last 10 years. We hope that by [w]

connecting with everyone, we could have various collaborations

such as inviting events for graduates, guest lectures in classes, | ICUSL Aumni
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accepting SL students at your work place. SR
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Follow us on SNSs!
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For both inside and outside of ICU, we post various information on
FB/instagram/twitter, such as the latest news, event information, SL activity
introductions, ICU news, SLC staff's short stories etc. Posting requests and
interesting news would be appreciated too!
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