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Hello | am Mayu Harada. | was appointed an ICU Organist in April 2022. | would like to take this opportunity to greet you.
My first encounter with the ICU organ dates back to my high school days, during a visit to the Chapel when | was preparing
for the university entrance exams. | remember stepping into the solemn place of worship surrounded by rich nature as an awe-
inspiring experience. | still feel a bit nervous in front of the magnificent instrument, even a year and a half after | assumed duties
as an organist at ICU.

After entering the Tokyo University of the Arts, | attended many organ and Christmas concerts at ICU. Listening to my teachers
and other prominent organists perform in the traditional concert series, | wondered if | would ever be allowed to play this organ.
In time, performing on this organ became a goal | aspired to, but | knew | had to work harder to achieve this objective. So, | was
ecstatic with the offer to perform at ICU a year after my return from France when | had just started my career as an organist: it
was a dream come true. The concert was originally planned for May 2020, but was postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
| was able to perform in May 2022, after my appointment as an ICU organist. Given the roster of renowned organists who have
performed on the ICU Rieger Organ, being selected for the position has been a source of great joy that somehow does not feel
real even now. The responsibility is daunting, but | will make every effort to live up to expectations.

I currently play the organ for the ICU Church service on second Sundays, once a term for the University service and also
teach organ courses. | am full of gratitude to the ICU organists and pastors, as well as the Sacred Music Center and the Religious
Center staff for their constant warm guidance and advice. My organ course students have also been very supportive, in
accepting a novice like me without qualms.

Finally, I would like to briefly introduce myself. | grew up in Takarazuka City, Hyogo Prefecture in western Japan, where my ¢
father, who happens to be an ICU alumnus, worked. I lived in the city until | graduated from high school. As a fifth generation &
Christian, | was baptized on Christmas Day at Takarazuka Church of the United Church of Christ in Japan, in my first year
in high school. After entering university, | transferred to Nishikatamachi Church of the UCCJ, where | have been serving as ¢
a church organist. After studying in graduate school and abroad, | serve concurrently as organist at MUSE Tokorozawa Civic §
Cultural Center and assistant organist at Meiji Gakuin, etc. | will continue to serve with joy and faith as an ICU organist.
Yoroshiku onegai itashimasu. (Mayu Harada)
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I remember the day | was overwhelmed by the
I worked as an assistant organist at the ICU chapel sound of the ICU Rieger Organ. | was a college
for a total of 13 years before and after my studies student and visiting an organ concert at ICU. |
abroad. It was during this time that | had a chance am very honored to be invited to perform in
to listen to the phonograph record of Brahms' the ICU Organ Concert, the concert series
Choral Prelude op.122 by Yuko Hayashi, which

led me to choose this piece today. As for Handel's

with a long tradition. Brahms' last work, "EIf
Choralvorspiele" is a work that | find both fascinating
Concerto, I'll try to evoke the esprit of a baroque and grave, not easy to approach. | hope you will
ensemble. Bach's Prelude and Fugue in A minor is enjoy this deep music world along with other
a masterpiece with beautiful melodies and a strong fantastic works, selected mainly from modern and

passion.

BOOSOOOGODOGIIOOOOOOOGOOIOOOOOOOOOOO

FOGOROBOOOOOOOIIIOOOOOOIOOOGOOIOIOIOIIOOOIOOIOIIOOOOIOIGIO

BOOOOOOOOOOAIOOAOOOOOIOOOAIIOOOAIOOOOAIOIOOOOAIIOOOOAOOOOOL

Q

D 2023 KRDEER, BISEZAH D

T
|

MOBERTIE. ZADFIVAZRX MR TS —LADEEE LTHISNS [O5—)LaizEih) ZEY EFET, 7
WA DREEGEEEZNZTNOMOERPEEDER, FLEBROKAPEHOBEAICL>T. BALHMTLES
e BORZRIFZIENKLS BV ET, TNITRRICE > TCREDSHEMGZREIREEZMSEVICEESTLE
S0 77— LARMEDIREDLITEZ ROBHDFHENBHHEE. 10 BL 11 BOFIVAVEERTEOERRICE
WTWeREEWEES>TWET, (SMC TK)

In the autumn concerts, the two organists will take up Brahms' last known work, the Chorale Prelude. Organ
performances often give very different impressions of the same piece, depending on each performer's interpretation,
their choice of timbre, and the style and spatial resonance of the instrument. This can be interesting for the audience to
discover the multifaceted possibilities of the piece. At the organ concerts in October and November, | hope that you will
enjoy hearing this masterpiece, composed in Brahms's last years and exudes the loneliness and a sense of resignation as
he gazed upon death, played by two different performers. (SMCT.K.)
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The Rieger Organ and Me #2

Mamiko Iwasaki (former ICU organist)

After graduating from the Tokyo University of the Arts, | decided to continue studying in the U.S. at the New England
Conservatory of Music in Boston. The Organ Department, led by Professor Yuko Hayashi, was full of energy with many
students from all over the U.S. We used a C. B. F. Fisk organ (made in 1971) at the Old West Church in the city for our
lessons. This was an instrument that brought about a revolutionary change in organ building in the U.S. Eminent organists
from Europe presented masterclasses and recitals there very frequently. It was such an advantage to be in Boston for my
postgraduate studies, where | absorbed the latest material in organ research from all over Europe. Depending on the piece
I was studying, | could also practice on other church organs in the city. | felt very fortunate to be at the Conservatory, in an
environment unimaginable in Japan. After two fulfilling years, | gave a master's program recital at the Harvard University
Memorial Church, which had a Fisk organ. | graduated in the summer of 1976 and spent the summer attending courses in
various European countries before returning to Japan in early autumn.

Shortly after arriving back, Ms. Yoshiko Ueda, then ICU organist, asked me whether | wanted to be an assistant organist
at ICU, an offer that made me feel like | was on top of the world. My long-cherished wish to start a career as an organist
had been granted! The memory of the day I stood for the first time in front of the Rieger organ, an imposing presence in the
Chapel, remains indelible. In the 45 years since, | have served as organist at many University events such as matriculation
and graduation ceremonies, ICU Church Sunday services, weddings and funerals. It has been a great pleasure to see
eminent organists captivate the audience at the concert series held since the dedication of the organ, with opportunities to
perform myself at these concerts. Since 1991, | have been teaching the ICU organ course as a lecturer, which has become
another important element of my career. | feel deeply indebted to the Rieger organ for my professional growth. When |
played Mendelssohn's 'Finale' as the postlude at the ICU Church Sunday service On March 13, 2022, to bid farewell and
express my gratitude to the Rieger organ, | was filled with a sense of accomplishment. Nowadays, it is such a joy to attend
organ concerts at ICU, as it feels like meeting a dear old friend.
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Cantatas for the Advent Performed on Historical Instruments

(BRI ESESHY) (BWY 140)
CEZEZ L ERBZDIN) (BWV 132)
(BHEEL. BB LEHN) BWV 186a. 74 X —/LigEIRkR)

"Wake, o wake and hear the voices" (BWV 140)
"Prepare ye the highway of the Lord" (BWV 132)
"Fret thee not, thou mortal soul" (BWV 1864, reconstruction of Weimar 1716 version)
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Director: Nozomi Sato Vocal Soloists: Kozue Shimizu, Toshiharu Nakajima, Hiroki Kouno, Ikutaro Nakagawa
Violin: Akira Harada, Cello: Toru Yamamoto, Organ: Ryo Tamiya, Chorus: ICU students
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This year's Christmas Concert will feature three of Bach's cantatas for Advent. While the "Mass in B minor," which
we performed last year, was festive, large-scale, and special music, the cantatas are everyday music. In Bach's time,
it was played at every Sundays and Holy Days service. This year, we will perform with historical instruments.

We will listen to Bach's music as we await the peace we have in Christ.
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ICU Rieger Organ has been featured on the cover photo of "The Art of the Organ : a
History of the Instrument and its Music" (published by Douwa Shoin) !

Installed in 1970, this instrument turned out to be the symbol of "the dawn of
a new era" in Japanese organ history. The dedication of this instrument to the
penetration of organ music in Japan was unparalleled, having been used in such

a diverse way, including Sunday services, liberal arts education, organ academies, EEEE
and more than 300 regular public concerts featuring outstanding organists from #L’< EHP T =
Japan and abroad. Visit HP for details EI {




