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The Mori Arimasa Memorial Organ is currently being restored
at the Kusakari Organ Workshop in Kobuchizawa, Yamanashi,
Japan. Inaugurated in 1985, the organ was installed in a regular
8 classroom. However, during the ongoing major renovation, this
& room will be transformed into a concert hall.

For this renovation, many meetings have been held with the designers of Taisei Corporation and the organ builder,

Tetsuo Kusakari. The following changes will be made for the renovation.

&

&

Q

&

&

&

&

% - Originally, there was a window at the back of the organ.The window was covered with a simple wooden board when

& ginatly, g P

% the organ was installed.During this renovation, the window was completely sealed with a metal plate and finished

¢ with mortar and tiles. These hard materials are intended to improve the acoustics of the organ.

E - A door was installed from the elevator lobby (renovated as a lounge) to provide direct access to the music room.

Q- The floor was originally terrazzo (artificial marble) like the rest of the main hall, but then PVC tiles were glued over

¢ the terrazzo. The tiles were removed and the original terrazzo was restored. | have heard that it was difficult to remove

¢ the glue.- To improve the acoustics of the room, sloping echo boards were installed on the ceiling to allow the organ

¢ sound to spread comfortably throughout the room.

¥ - The Mori Arimasa organ was severely damaged by shaking during the Great East Japan Earthquake in 2011.During

% the renovation, anchors were installed to prevent the organ from toppling over. The entire building was also

% strengthened with detailed earthquake resistance calculations.
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E The organ is scheduled to be completed in August 2024, later than originally planned due to technical difficulties.

¢ The 16-foot Bourdon will add depth to the organ’s sound and is essential, especially for the performance of Bach’s

¢ organ music. Adding these pipes to the existing organ presented significant design challenges, and electronic action

¢ was considered, but ultimately the entire organ will retain mechanical action with a new approach devised by Mr.

¥ Kusakari.

Nozomi Sato, Professor of Music, Director of SMC
FEO0OOOOOOOOOOOOOIOOOOODOIOOOOOOIODOIOIOOOOOOIOIOOOOOOOOOOOOOIOOOOOOOSIOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOT



O OO0

SERR IR D/ NGB R — )L
(CTITHIVHHHEBEND)

Small Music Hall near
completion (will be home to
organ)
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Ceiling of the Small Music Hall designed for good acoustics Main entrance of the Small Music Hall
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A new tatami stage will be
installed in the lounge on
the fourth floor of the Main
Hall.
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Mori Organ under restoration
at Kusakari Organ Workshop,
Kobuchisawa.
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New pedal action
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New 16-foot pipes will be added
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Mr. Kazuki Nemoto
(Architect, Design Division, Taisei Corporation)
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Q: What was the most difficult part of the design?

A: The ceiling design was the most difficult part. I thought it was important to make the ceiling as high as possible
for acoustics. To do this, I measured the height of the existing ceiling and considered the thickness of the insulation
material that would fit there. [ also designed the slanted suspended ceiling, which is the most distinctive feature, to
be shaped with consideration for acoustics. The visual impression and ceiling height also change depending on the
slope ratio of the ceiling, so it was challenging for me to design the shape of the ceiling while coordinating with the
equipment such as air conditioning and lighting.

Q: What did you pay the most attention to in the design?

A: There are two things. One is the appearance. This is a chamber music hall where the organ is the main feature.
When you enter the room, your eyes are drawn to the organ, so while the color scheme is based on white, I chose the
shape and color of the seats and tiles so that they would not be too uniform and would harmonize with the terrazzo
floor and the color of the organ. The other thing is that I tried to balance the materials so that they would also have a
good acoustic effect. We use different materials on each side of the wall. That was also for acoustic reasons.

Q: What about SMC'’s request to restore the original terrazzo?

the design [ had in mind.

A: We were not sure what color would come out when the old tile was removed, if the terrazzo was in good enough
condition to be restored, and if the adhesive could be completely removed, so we were very nervous until we finished
removing the tiles. In the end, I was happy to see the light beige color of the terrazzo that came out, which matched

Q: Were there any considerations for actual usability or for the organ?

QOO0

impact on the organ.

DQ<><><><><><><><><><><>

A: We also had to work hard to ensure that the air conditioning units did not blow directly onto the organ or cause
sudden temperature changes. Initially, we had planned to install two air conditioning units in the center of the hall
for efficiency, but after consulting with the facility designer, we decided to place them as far away from the organ as
possible. At that time, we also had to consider the design of the lighting layout, as well as the exposed refrigerant lines
and piping. In the end, we installed two units at the back of the hall, facing inward. I believe this will minimize the
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Saturday, 10th May
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Maiko Kato
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A childhood friend who was studying at ICU
introduced me to the word “ecumenical”, when |
was attending a Jesuit university after graduating
from a Lutheran high school. | was puzzled by the
differences between the two denominations, and the
concept of unity among Christian churches almost
shocked me. | remember being deeply impressed
by the discovery that beautiful melodies are shared
across Christian sects in hymns, after learning the
history of Gregorian chants and the church.

In the very place where | discovered this remarkable
fact, | would like you to experience the ecumenical
spirit through organ music.

6 H14H ()
Saturday, 14th June

HE 5
Ryo Tamiya
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Buxtehude wrote an extensive arrangement of the
Latin hymn Te Deum, which is regarded to have
been composed in the early 5th century. Florentz’s
Ad Laudes was inspired by the ceremonial music of
the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church, which
some believe includes elements of Jewish ritualistic
music dating back 2,000 years. It would be my
pleasure to share time with the audience to reflect
on the uninterrupted continuation of the church, the
vibrant activities of its people, and the extraordinary

preservation of these works across generations.
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This will be the first time that Maiko Kato and Ryo Tamiya will perform at ICU’s organ concert. After studying in Japan,

Kato went to France and Tamiya went to Germany to develop their skills. They are organists whose achievements are

expected to continue to grow.

The program will feature a wide variety of works from baroque to modern, transcending time periods. Please enjoy

the varied sounds of the Rieger organ in ICU’s chapel, which is renowned for its beautiful sound. We look forward to

seeing you in this beautiful season of green. (SMC T. K.)
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2025 319 Messiah crowdfunding a huge success
A project is underway to revive ICU’s long-defunct tradition of “Messiah” concerts
with the help of students. Crowdfunding was used for the first time to raise funds for the
B event. The campaign raised 2,201,000 yen, far exceeding the target amount, during the
[ ol o Mis application period from late November to the end of January. Messiah Concert will be
%&I&I& R held in the ICUChapel on March 19, 3:00 p.m. Thirty students will participate in chorus

and ensemble, supported by 24 professional players of vocal and early music.
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Organ lesson Completion Concert

The completion concert by the students of the 2024 organ lesson course was held on
February 22. 12 students enrolled in undergraduate and graduate courses demonstrated
the results of their practice on the Noack, Rieger organ. From the first time participants to
the last performance of the graduating students, they all sounded their own tone.
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Now accepting applications for concert members for 2025

SMC has a concert membership program to familiarize audiences with the concerts. We are now accepting members for the
year 2025. Members receive ticket discounts, invitations to concerts, and SMC news (via e-mail). The membership fee is 3000
yen. We look forward to your enrollment!
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Due to the renovation of the main building, 2025 organ concerts will be held in May, June, October, and November.

5H10H (f)  hogkkk 1 Saturday, 10th May Maiko Kato
6 714H (1) &= 5% Saturday, 14th June Ryo Tamiya

10H 4H (1) HEEAIVAVHEEEZZ Saturday, 4th October New Mori Arimasa Memorial Organ unveiling
\_ 11H 8H () KAk Saturday, 8th November Mari Ohki )




