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Professor Mori Arimasa and Organ: On the Renovation of the Mori Arimasa Memorial Organ
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Professor Mori Arimasa taught at the University of Paris from 1952 onwards. In M 'l iy
France, summer vacation begins quite early. Therefore, as soon as summer vacation
began, he would return to Japan and regularly give special lectures at International
Christian University (ICU) during the latter half of the first semester. At that time, he
stayed in a guest apartment located behind the ICU chapel and was given the key
to the chapel specially. He would play the organ in the chapel to his heart’s content
before university activities began in the early morning.

At that time, [ was teaching three times a week at ICU as a part-time lecturer, and
when [ happened to visit the religious center, I often encountered professor Mori
chatting with Pastor Yasuo Furuya, and I was invited to join them, enjoying many pleasant conversations about Paris and
philosophical discussions. At that time, Mori often said, “If I ever retire from the University of Paris, I would like to be hired
as a gatekeeper at the back gate of ICU. I wouldn't mind working for free, but in exchange, I'd like to be able to play the
organ as much as I like in the early morning.”

On the other hand, coincidentally, my wife Chizuko was in France at that time, working as a supervisor for music
students, and naturally, she had also become acquainted with Professor Mori. This was before we met. [ heard that she had
visited his apartment, where there was a small organ. In 1976, Professor Mori decided to return to Japan and resigned
from the University of Paris. When Chizuko visited his apartment upon hearing this, she found that there were boxes of
belongings to be sent to Japan in front of the apartment, and among them was a small organ. However, He fell ill shortly
before his return and passed away on October 18. After his return, he was supposed to become a professor at ICU rather
than a gatekeeper at the back gate.

Professor Mori witnessed students enthusiastically playing the organ in the chapel and felt that a practice organ for
students was necessary. He donated the royalties from his own works to the ICU Sacred Music Center to fund the purchase
of such an organ. Other donations followed, and with additional funding from the university, the organ was commissioned
from Kusakari Tetsuo. As a result, a pedals-equipped, two-manual organ was completed in November 1985 and named the
“Mori Arimasa Memorial Organ.” As part of the recent renovation of the main building at ICU, the Mori Arimasa Memorial
Organ was returned to Kusakari's workshop in Kobuchizawa for restoration. During the restoration, low-pitched pipes were
added, and the organ was installed in the new Religious Music Center hall. We look forward to many students playing this
organ and developing their musical skills in the future.
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Kanazawa Masataka, Professor Emeritus of ICU ¢
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Dedication Concert for the Renovated Mori Arimasa Memorial Organ
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The Mori Arimasa Memorial Organ (built by Kusakari Tetsuo in 1985), which underwent an overhaul in

conjunction with the renovation of the ICU Main Building, will return after a year and a half. To celebrate its
installation, three ICU organists will give a recital. They have selected pieces that best express the sound of the
organ that Mr. Kusakari pursued for many years, and hope to share their joy with everyone. - Kan Tetsuya
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Although | have had few opportunities to play the Mori organ, | imagine it is a very memorable instrument for
many of those who have studied organ. The ‘Fugue’ from ‘Prelude and Fugue in D Minor’ BWV 539, which | have
selected as one of the pieces in the programme, is an arrangement by Bach himself of “Sonata No.1 for Solo Violin

BWV 1001 2 mov. Fuge” for organ. This time, | will perform the same Sonata “1 mov. Adagio” as a prelude. | hope you
will find that the sound has become even richer by adding low notes on the pedals. - Tokuoka Megumi

(TSR] BTF—ICTATSLEEZZ Ui, 7IVAEMERETEZTISUVT « =TS OF )V NE
i OBNIRNESZ TN « RINZAT 4 72« N NNDA VA Y a kil Uiz1Ess. Z U TRV T 5V
AW Z LTI EDQRBEITY v 7 « )V T T VDN IND AR A )7 IO TENTER (2023 £

i BEENLET, BAGEBERBELAVEEIE LISHNTT . (5H FH)
=
) \ I have planned a programme based on the theme of France. | will perform organ works by Francois Couperin, a
‘/’/ . . representative of French classical music, his chamber music works arranged for solo organ by Johann Sebastian

,'1//{;_;;}‘" Bach, and a work written in the style of Bach by my teacher Eric Lebrun (to be published in 2023) when I was
studying in France. | hope you will enjoy the variety of sounds. - Harada Mayu
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Martin Luther, the founder of the Protestant Reformation, composed numerous chorales in German. These
beautiful melodies have been actively incorporated into the works of various musicians throughout the ages and

continue to be sung and played to this day.This program will feature chorales, which are considered to be the most
important repertoire of organ music, and will feature songs full of emotion that flow from the organ.
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The autumn season concert on Saturday, 4 October will be a recital featuring the Mori Organ (made by Mr. Kusakari) in the Music
Hall on the 4th floor of the Honkan. The organ has been renovated with improvements to the action and wind pressure, as well as
the addition of a 16-foot pedal, so please enjoy its rich sound. The Music Hall is a small space, but the sound resonates beautifully.
We hope you will feel the performer’s breath directly.

On Saturday, 8 November, Ms. Oki, renowned for her advanced technique and musicality, will perform masterpieces by German
composers such as Bach, Rheinberger, and Hindemith on the large organ in the chapel. The programme is perfectly suited for the
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Rieger organ, and we anticipate an enchanting ‘song of the organ.’ I am also very much looking forward to it. (T.K.)
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Autumn Organ Concert 2025 Ticket Information As autumn deepens, we bring you the heart-stirring sounds of the organ. Please
join us for two special concerts. We sincerely look forward to your attendance, accompanied by the beautiful resonance of the organ.

Dedication Concert for the Renovated Mori Arimasa Memorial Organ October 4th (Saturday) Tickets: 2,500 yen (advance
reservation required) Venue: ICU Main Building 4th Floor Music Hall Limited to 80 seats / Sales end once tickets are sold out

{Reservation Method} Concert Member Priority Registration @ 0422-33-3330 smc®@icu.ac.jp *Payment will be accepted at the
reception desk on the day of the concert. General sales will begin on Wednesday, 10 September on Peatix. *Tickets will be sold on a
first-come, first-served basis and will end when capacity is reached.

International Christian University Organ Concert Performed by Mari Oki on Sat., Nov. 8th Tickets: 2,000 yen

Venue: ICU Chapel (All seats are unreserved) Pre-sale available on Peatix / Day-of tickets available
% Reservations by phone or email are not accepted.
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International Christian University Christmas Concert 2025
‘Singing Christmas in Low Voices: A Performance by Baritone, Cello, and Organ’
Kiyotaka Kaga / Baritone =~ Tomoko Inoue / Cello Megumi Tokuoka / Organ
It was for me, It was for you ~ Christmas for you and me ~

Three musicians who deeply appreciate the Christmas story of the Lord giving His life for us on the cross
will sing songs of heartfelt praise. Accompanied by baritone, cello, and organ, they will perform Christmas songs
specially arranged for this concert, as well as many other famous pieces. Please come and join us for ICU’s special
Christmas celebration.

J




[—HfiY)R\———HAH {1t D%E | The hitoyogiri shakuhachi and the sonic world of medieval Japan
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Special Event: The hitoyogiri shakuhachi and the sonic world of medieval Japan

The Sacred Music Centre will co-host a special event on 27 September titled The hitoyogiri shakuhachi and the sonic
world of medieval Japan. The event is part of a series of events this year commemorating the 400th anniversary of the
musician Omori Sokun(1570-1625), who reinvigorated the music of the hitoyogiri in the early Edo period. The hitoyogiri
was one of the most important Japanese instruments of the Muromachi to early Edo eras, and it was played by emperors,
warriors, Buddhist monks and noh musicians, among many others. This event will feature academic talks by scholars of the
instrument, followed by performances by many of the musicians who are keeping this tradition alive in Japan today. The
final part of the event will feature a special collaboration between Obama Akihito, a leading professional performer of the
hitoyogiri shakuhachi, and the professional kyogen performer Kawano Yuki, who will read sections from medieval Japanese
literature featuring the shakuhachi. Join us in this rare chance to experience the sound world of Japan of the medieval and

early Edo eras.



