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50 Years of the Rieger Organ
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he past few months have been occupied

by the compilation and editing of a
commemorative book to celebrate the 5oth
anniversary of the Rieger organ. It has been a
great opportunity to look back over the history
of the instrument in ICU, and to learn from
previous members of the ICU community about
the many ways that the organ has influenced
the lives of those who work, study and make
their lives at ICU. The book also contains several
essays by current and recent students of ICU’s
organ lessons, reminding us that the Rieger
organ continues to play an important role in
educating upcoming performers. The book
should be ready in time for the gala concert on
12th June, and I hope many people enjoy both
the concert and the book. It is unfortunate that
the gala concert was postponed by one year due
to the COVID-19 situation but, following a very
successful online Christmas concert in December
last year organized under the excellent guidance
of Professor Sato Nozomi, we are confident that
we can continue to host interesting and valuable
events, whether in person or through streaming
services.

=
=

50 AER2NMIT 721 IL{ERkE !
(BERTH1UTRBMTIEHYEEA)
CEMNTHEEVELFINT, FMEIEREZIEI,
We’'ll send you plastic document folders with a
donation. See the last page for details.
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50th Anniversary GALA Concert & Symposium
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The year of 2020, in which we marked the 5oth anniversary of the Rieger organ, was one of great hardships that we have
still not overcome today. Even though we had to postpone the commemorative gala concert that was scheduled for last
year, I tried to keep playing the organ as always. Thinking of the eternal and unchanging in our lives gave me a quiet
sense of power to overcome the situation.

For the concert program this time I have selected pieces by Bach and modern composers. Bach’s compositions contain
a deep religiosity and universality, whereas the modern repertory reflects all the feelings associated with modern life.

Although we are still living in difficult times, I hope that this concert will be full of hope for the future.
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I am so happy to be able to perform as ICU organist in
the soth anniversary year of the Rieger organ. I listened
to the inaugural concert of this organ while I was still a
student, but had no idea that [ would enjoy such a long
association with the instrument. For the gala concert I
have selected 4 pieces from Bach’s late Liepzig Chorales
(BWV 662, 655, 653, 651) to play on an instrument
that has become an icon of the Japanese organ world. I
look forward to giving all my emotions to these pieces.
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Since April last year the meetings of the Japan Organ
Society were held online. I had the precious chance to
listen to the experiences of 4 organ scholars who had
witnessed the huge changes and developments that the
Japanese organ world has undergone, and realized once
again what a great impact ICU’s Rieger organ played in
these stories. At a time which makes us think about the
place of music in society, I am thankful for the strength
drawn from the continued chance to create impassioned
music in the upcoming gala concert.



Gala Concert

Program
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The Rieger organ was dedicated to ICU chapel 50 years ago at a time when pipe organs were still rare in Japan. In
the midst of the student protest movement, installing.the organ.safely in the chapel could not have been achieved
without luck and the enormous passion of all those concerned. The organ played a leading role in the Japanese
organ world through the ‘Organ Academy’ events at which many world-famous organists performed, and by
holding organ concerts that have contributed to the rearing of a new generation of performers. The Gala concert
planned in June will be the 329th organ concert held by the Sacred Music Center. The event will feature talks and
reminiscences by current and former directors of the center, as well as the organbuilder Takeshi Nakazato, who has

maintained the Rieger organ since 1989.
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Autumn Term Celebration Concert @ ICU Chapel 2021
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the ICU Chapel, featuring all Mozart pieces performed by our students.

W. A. E=Y7JU Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
{(F4RIVT1 XU Divertiment in D) KV 136
(#1274 Church Sonata in C) KV 328
(PJT-JT)VL - VTR Ave verum Corpus) KV 618
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ICU Autumn Term Celebration Concert Project Ensemble
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Nozomi Sato (ICU Professor in Music)
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The number of visitors may be limited. Please refer to the SMC website for more
information.
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To celebrate the beginning of the Autumn Term, we will hold a mini-concert in
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Christmas Concert
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Online Christmas Concert 2020 _ Mot Distance, but...
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In the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, the SMC held our annual Christmas concert exclusively by live streaming.
It was our first live streaming event, the first time a choir had sung with a mask on the singer's face, the first concert
without an audience. We'd been worried how would it turn out, but the perfomance acquired high acclaim not only
from those unable to come in the past due to their geographic reasons but also from other general watchers. The
beautiful sounds from the medieval era soothed our hearts dimmed by the influence of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Editor's Note

From April 2021 the directorship of the Sacred Music Center has passed on to the capable hands of Professor Sato Nozomi. |
have no doubt that the SMC will thrive under his energetic leadership. It has been a pleasure organizing events and concerts at
the Center for the past six years, and I have learned a lot in the process. I extend my thanks to all the members of the SMC who
supported me throughout my directorship and continue to make the center such a fun place to be. I will be on research leave from
ICU from this year, but I look forward to playing a continued part in SMC events and activities after my return in September
2022.
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ICU 50th Anniversary Celebration Gabriel Fauré REQUIEM . .
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For details, please see > https://office.icu.ac.jp/smc/about/
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a pair of clear files of Rieger
Organ! See front page for the
photo of the design.



