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Some of the thick trunks of the cherry trees have been cut down and saplings have been planted in their place. There is
also a major construction project underway on campus, which will give a new sense of future for ICU.

In March 2022 | will be retiring from ICU after 45 years as organist, and shortly after returning from the USA in 1976
with a Master's degree, | was asked by my senior organist, Dr. Yoshiko Ueda, to join her in the magnificent Rieger organ.
I was asked by my senior organist, Ms. Yoshiko Ueda, to join her at her office, which was equipped with a magnificent
Rieger organ, as deputy organist. | was also the organist at my alma mater, Rikkyo Jogakuin, so at ICU | worked as one of
the college organists under the head organist. | was in charge of Sunday services, university services, graduates' weddings,
funerals, memorial services, organ lectures, events organised by the Centre and many other organ-related tasks. In
particular, 1 have enjoyed working with many students as a lecturer in organ courses since 1991. | have also performed
in many concerts, including the 50th anniversary of the dedication of the organ at the Corona Peril last year after a year's
delay. This is one of those memories that | will never forget.

The Reger organ at ICU is an important part of Japan's post-war organ history, and is one of the instruments that has
played a major role in Japanese organ culture, with many master classes, newcomer concerts (Japan Organists Association)
and organ conferences (Japan Organ Study Group) held on this organ. | have been very fortunate to be able to work with
such an instrument on a daily basis for so long. The organ is an instrument which, if well cared for, can live for 100 or 200
years. It is my hope that this instrument, which is now barely half a century old, will continue to be well maintained as
required, and that it will remain the sound of the ICU for many years to come.

My relationship with the ICU has been a tenuous one, visiting only once or twice a week. But 45 years is still a long
time, and | will miss the natural beauty of the campus. | am delighted to say that | have been offered a place at the organ
concert series this November. | am looking forward to facing this organ again as an organist once | have settled down.

Last but not least, | would like to thank all the people who have helped me in so many ways that are beyond the scope
of this article. | would especially like to thank my colleague Tetsuya Kan who has helped and encouraged me, and | wish
him all the best for the future.
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The first half of the concert will focus on Bach's
early works, as well as music by Frescobaldi, the
Italian composer whom Bach studied intensively.

The second half of the programme begins with

an organ arrangement of Mendelssohn's majestic
overture to St Paul, the work based on the chorale,
Sleepers Wake. Franck's Prelude, Fugue and
Variations is featured by its friendly, singing melody.
Also, please enjoy Duruflé's impressionistic works,
using counterpoint inherited from the time of
Frescobaldi.
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The first half of the concert will feature works by
Nicolas de Grigny, one of the most important French
classical composers, and Johann Sebastian Bach, who
is said to have been greatly influenced by Nicola. In the
last half of the concert, | would like to play works by
Eric Leblanc, who was my teacher while | was abroad,
and his teacher, Gaston Litaise.

I am delighted to have a chance to play the organ at
ICU this time, as my original concert planned in in May
2020 was cancelled. I hope you to enjoy a wide variety
of sounds from the 17th century to the present day.
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Studying Bach is probably one of the greatest lifelong challenges for

many organists, but it has also been for many composers throughout the
ages. Bach himself studied his predecessors intensely and projected their

IJ-IE AT influence on his own work. The story of evolution generated by the presence
Yukiko Yamada of Bach has been like a big pipe. We hope that attractive world until
6/11 (+) and after Bach, will be brought to you on the wonderful ICU pipe organ.
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Mamiko Iwasaki will be retiring from the position of ICU organist after 45 years of service here. She taught numerous students at
ICU, and was also organist for the St. Margaret, and served as a chairman at the Japan Association of Organists. She has been dedicating
herself for the penetration of pipe organ in Japan, and managed "Circulating Organ", a sub-event of Tokyo Olympic in 2021.
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Many thanks to lwasaki-sensei for her numerous contributions to musical life at ICU. I will
never forget lwasaki-sensei’s enthusiasm and energy when we jointly organized the Sacred
Voices event in 2016, as well as many other events and concerts. As well as being a top-class
performer herself, lwasaki-sensei's ability to communicate the magic of the organ to everyone
from elementary school students to elderly academics has been one of the cornerstones of
the SMC's success over many years. Her openness to many different kinds of music and her
constant willingness to try out new ideas have been a huge inspiration to us all at ICU. | look
forward to more collaborations in the future!

Matt Gillan (Ex-director of SMC)
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(Please visit our website for English translation)
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Donate for the ICU organ and receive free CDs and plastic folders. New CD for the 50th anniversary of the Rieger
organ will be released shortly.
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