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Y n 12 June the SMC held a commemorative
5 0 tﬁ /q nnlversar)) Oconcert and symposium to celebrate the soth
anniversary of the installation of the Rieger organ
’ in the ICU chapel in 1970. The event was originally
Sympo'szum RePOﬁ scheduled for June 2020 but was postponed for a
year due to the continuing COVID-19 situation. Due
to the continuing restrictions, entrance to the event
was unfortunately restricted, but was streamed
live to a large internet audience. The event began
with a recital by the three current ICU organists,
Tokuoka Megumi, Kan Tetsuya, and Iwasaki
Mamiko. Tokuoka opened the concert with two
classical pieces by Dieterich Buxtehude and Nicolas
de Grigny, followed by a contemporary composition
by André Isoir. Kan followed with two pieces by ].S.
Bach, as well as two recent works by the composers
Philip Glass and Simon Preston. Iwasaki concluded
the concert with a solid selection of 4 organ works
from the Leipzig chorale collection. All of these
varied compositions made full use of the Rieger
organ’s capabilities, and paid fitting homage to the
history of organ-music-making at ICU over the
years.

The event continued with a symposium featuring many of the key figures from the story of the Rieger organ.
Kanazawa Masakata, the second director of the Sacred Music Center, talked about the early history of the Rieger
organ, and included many of his personal reminiscences of the time period before and after the organ’s installation.
Itoh Tatsuhiko, the third director of the SMC, talked how the organ had become a central part of the musical life of
ICU and had influenced music education at the university. Sato Nozomi, the current director of the SMC, gave an
inspiring talk about his vision for the future of the Center and for music at ICU. Finally, the organ builder Nakazato
Takeshi, who for many years has been in charge of maintenance and tuning of the Rieger organ, talked about his
relationship with the instrument over the years. The event concluded with personal recollections from each of the
organ performers, and a question-and-answer session from the internet audience. We look forward to many more
years of organ music at ICU! MG
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In addition to works by Buxtehude, an important
figure in North German organ music, and Franck,
the Belgian composer who inspired me to go to
the country to study, I will also perform Tapisserie
d'avir' by Yui Kakinuma. The piece was involved in
the programme for the April concert, which was
postponed last year.
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Organ music has a long history, from the Middle
Ages to the Renaissance and the Baroque period,
but new works are being created even today. For the
program, I selected the pieces with a wish to expand
the circle of hope and the joy of living through the
sounds of the organ. In celebration of the 5oth
anniversary of the ICU's Rieger organ, I hope that
this chapel will continue to be filled with the sounds
of praise for many years to come.
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This year, Salicus Kammerchor will brings the
joy of Christmas season with beautiful tunes of
Gregorio chant and Christmas Carols.
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Japanese Buddhist music-making underwent huge changes
following the Meiji restoration, as Japan opened its doors to
foreign influence and large numbers of Japanese emigrated
around the globe. This one-day symposium presents recent
research on the musical activities of Japanese Buddhist
communities both within Japan and in Japanese diasporic
communities in North America since the late 19th century. The
morning session contains talks by scholars from inside and
outside Japan. The afternoon session features two lecture-
performance sessions: Saikawa Buntai will discuss the modern
transmission of Tendai shomyd, while Asakura Gydsen will
describe and demonstrate his innovative Techno hoyo ritual
events.
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The Sacred Music Center has been publishing SMC News twice a year. However, the corona crisis reduced the chances of people
gathering and made it difficult for us to deliver paper news to anonymous people, I decided to publish web news along with
E-Newsletter, on a irregular basis. Please contact smc@icu.ac.jp if you wish to subscribte to the E-Newsletter.

In this first issue, Professor Emeritus Naoki Onishi and Mrs. Yoshiko Kusakari have contributed. Professor Naoki Onishi is
a graduate of ICU and has been teaching at ICU for a long time as a professor of American literature. He is one of those who
are familiar with the initial state of the chapel organ dedication. Professor Onishi will write about the period in a series. Yoshiko
Kusakari is the wife of Tetsuo Kusakari, an organ builder. Tetsuo Kusakari is the creator of the Mori Arimasa Memorial Organ
on the 4th floor of the University Hall. Mori was a member of the ICU Church and had been supporting Tetsuo Kusakari's organ
production for a long time. Please enjoy reading the memories of Prof. Onishi and Mrs. Kusakari of that time. (N.S)
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Donate for the ICU organ and receive a free CD
ICUAIAVDOMFE I The world of ICU Organs I
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The ICU Rieger organ: The 30th Anniversary
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ICU 50th Anniversary Celebration Gabriel Fauré REQUIEM
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For details, please see > https://office.icu.ac.jp/smc/about/
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With a donation of JPY 1,500,
get The soth Anniversary.
Commemoration (a book) and
- pair of clear files of Rieger
Organ!




