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It has been about a year and a half since | was appointed Director of the Sacred Music Center.

During this time, | have experienced many joyful events: the 50th anniversary of the dedication of the organ, the
publication of the commemoration book, the release of the Anniversary CD (which will be available soon), the opening
of the gagaku class, and its final concert, the opening of the newly designed website, the launch of the E-newsletter, the
celebration concerts at the beginning of each term, etc.

On the other hand, as a new director, | was also forced to deal with the many difficulties caused by Covid. At the
beginning of the pandemic, All classes were taught online; | was sometimes stunned to see a quiet campus even during
the term. All of the above projects were more or less affected by the difficulties caused by the covid.

However, the organists, SMC staff, faculties, and students have worked together, bringing new ideas to any situation,
striving to produce the best in good and bad times, and making them happen. We never have been stopped but have
turned the misfortune into a new way forward.

One sees many construction vehicles at the ICU campus daily, as the new Natural Science Building construction is
in its climax. After its completion in 2024, the Sacred Music Center will be temporarily relocated to the current Natural
Science Building during the renovation work of the Main Building. And in the meantime, the plan for a major overhaul
of the Mori Organ, built by the Kusakari Organ Workshop, located in the Main Hall, is also underway.

In addition to the hardware renovations, we plan a series of concerts and events in which ICU music students, the
Sacred Music Center, and outside music scholars collaborate. We continue to discuss enhancing the organ lessons and
concerts.

It is a great privilege to serve as the director of the Center. Since ancient times, music has been a core of the liberal
arts. The world is in confusion, conflicts are constantly occurring, and ICU, which our pioneers founded to bring about
peace, is also undergoing many challenges. Indeed, | feel that we can do many things for the world through music.
(N.S))
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Please check our website for the updated information about on-site attendance
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Saturday 8th October
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| have always wanted to play Reimann’s Fantasy, which
is rarely performed in Japan, ever since | heard it in
concert several years ago. | started reading the score
during the time | couldn’t perform due to COVID-19,
and this work, based on the chorale “Wie schon leuchtet
der Morgenstern (How lovely shines the morning star)”,
really helped me through the challenging times. | am%
looking forward to demonstrating our beloved Rieger%
organ’s enormous potential as a musical instrument:
by playing this piece, along with works from different
periods, including Bach’s organ masterpiece "Fantasy§
and Fugue” and the work by Escaich, a world- renownedé
organist and excellent improviser today.
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November
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Mamiko Iwasaki
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It has only been several months since | left my
position as ICU organist, but | already miss the
chapel’s hot and humid summer air. | want to thank
Sacred Music Center for inviting me to play at this
year’s concert and re-unite with the Rieger organ.
I will perform works by Japanese composers, as
requested by The Society for Research in Asiatic
Music (Toyé Ongaku Gakkai, TOG), as well as
pieces by Bach and Mendelssohn, a lifetime
challenge of mine. | am looking forward to seeing
everyone again.

P0000000000000ORORIOVIONIIRIOVIIOIIIRIIOIIIIIIIIIRIIOHIIAIIIIIIIOIIIAIOIIIIIIO IR IIIOOIIIIIIOIIIIIIIHIIIOIIIOIIHIIIOIOOO

P000000000000ONIORROVIOOIOCIIRROIIOIIHONIIHRROOIOIIOOIIHRROIIIIIONIIIROOIOIIOOIIRROOS

TRABREL VI —ROESZERENFBEINE T | ICU Emeritus Professor Masataka Kanazawa is
going to speak on a theme, 'Organs in Japan' on 12th November from 13:30 at ICU chapel.
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Free admission for the purchaser of a ticket for Mamiko Iwasaki Organ Concert.
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The World of ICU Organs Il will be released in this September!
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Tetsuya Kan (ICU Chief Organist)
Mamiko Iwasaki (Former ICU Organist)
Megumi Tokuoka (ICU Organist)
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Fond Memories of ICU
Philip Reed

It has been just over a year since | graduated from ICU with a Master’s in Comparative Culture — enough time for the
stress and anxiety of graduate student life to fade and for only fond memories of my days in Mitaka to remain, a few of which
I have been asked to share. As I write from my home in South Carolina, | am transported to the tranquility of our beloved
campus, now in its drowsy summer days but soon to be roused by the snap of another fresh autumn. I am transported most of
all to the Sacred Music Center, that high perch above the bustling green where | happily alighted for a time.

The pandemic began in the spring term of my first of two years at ICU, spoiling the best laid plans of many. Just prior to
the shutdowns, Dr. Gillan and | had formed an Okinawan music band with two other students and performed at a campus
reception, with plans to continue performing that soon became impossible. Dr. Saté had invited me to be an assistant
conductor on a project to perform Handel’s Messiah in December 2020, which also had to be scrapped.

But all was not lost. My own research into the shomyo chant of Shingon Buddhism continued apace, and | was able to
visit temples around the country to observe their chanting and learn from the monks who carry on the tradition. Dr. Saté's
Messiah project was recast into a live-streamed Baroque Christmas concert, which | helped to prepare and joined as a
singer. | enrolled in Dr. Gillan’s class on gagaku the following year, a topic that utterly captivated my interest, combining my
previous study of the koto with my research into ancient Japanese music. At the end of the winter term, our class put on an
outdoor concert of gagaku music, including an edition of the piece Soburen that | prepared from Heian period manuscripts,
which we played beneath the falling plum blossoms for an audience gathered around Bakayama. Lastly, | was asked by Dr.
Gillan to serve as an assistant editor alongside Tagawa Mayu for the 50th Anniversary Commemoration publication for the
ICU Rieger Organ.Realizing we lacked some technical skills needed to complete the project, our editorial team turned to my
then-fiancée Annabelle, who had previous experience as a book editor, so a good portion of my final term at ICU was spent
working alongside my now-wife in the sunlit office of the SMC.

Though | have graduated and moved home, | remain enmeshed in sacred music, working now as the music director at a
Catholic church in South Carolina and performing chant of a different sort. | am saving to buy a koto to continue researching
gagaku, and | hope to continue to cultivate and synthesize the disparate yet kindred interests to which I was exposed while at
ICU. I can only hope that the SMC will continue to be a place of such inspiration and ferment for generations of students to
come. (Please visit our website for Japanese translation)
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"Dona Nobis Pacem (Grant us peace)." This prayeﬁ
concludes Johann Sebastian Bach's Mass in B minor.
It is a mystery why Bach, a cantor of the Lutheran
Protestant church, composed a Mass based on the
Roman liturgy. Scholars observe in this work Bach's
strong will to overcome the barriers of sectarianism,
which was a fierce conflict at that time.

The Christmas Concert is the most important
musical event at the ICU. By performing this music,
we will convey the value of music as a liberal art
to the ICU community and tidings of peace to the
world.

ICU music professor Nozomi Sato will direct the
project. The choir will consist of ICU students, and other
young chorists, the orchestra and soloists will be young
professional musicians from the Tokyo area, and the ICU
organist Testsuya Kan will play the organ.
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Donate for the ICU organ and receive free CDs and plastic folders. New CD for the 50th anniversary of the Rieger organ will be released shortly.
CDs:

ICUA)LA > DS | The world of ICU Organs |
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The ICU Rieger organ: The 30th Anniversary
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ICU 50th Anniversary Celebration Gabriel Fauré REQUIEM
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For details, please visit our website > https:/office.icu.ac.jp/smc/about/ #




