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The Beauty of Acoustic Instruments: Organ - Harpsichord - Gagaku
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We live in a world of digital technology, where information is transmitted digitally. Sound and music also spread around the globe
as electrical signals. Their transmission requires speed, and our ears and senses inevitably need to adapt to this pace.

At the Sacred Music Center, we have four organs and a harpsichord. In addition, ICU has pianos, as well as the wind instruments
shd (mouth organ) and ryuteki (dragon flute) used for gagaku (ancient Japanese court music), for educational purposes. These are
acoustic instruments that utilize basic sound waves to make music.

Digital musical instruments and devices are made of computer systems, and their durability is short. They are so complex that
humans cannot repair them with their hands. Therefore, when a defect is found, the entire piece is removed, discarded, and replaced
with a new one.

On the other hand, instruments in the possession of the SMC are constantly maintained by their makers and experts. All the parts
are inspected and adjusted to ensure they sound at its best. This work is very time-consuming and requires patience, but the instrument
itself becomes more refined over time.

In the case of an organ, the pipes are adjusted, and the wind channel connecting the keys to the pipes are carefully inspected one
by one. These pipes look sturdy, but in fact they are fragile; they can be crushed just by pressing them with your fingers. | see a parallel
here with the relation between humans and society: the scope of each pipe may be limited on its own, but when adjusted to work well
together, they can produce mellifluous harmony that an electronic device cannot compete with.

The SMC launched its Gagaku Project in 2020. Gagaku is a traditional form of court music imported to Japan largely from the
continent as early as the 6th century. Instruments used in this project are made of natural materials such as reeds, wood, and bamboo.
Air is blown in to produce notes for an ensemble. Many
ICU students were fascinated by the harmony these ancient
instruments created and held a concert in the chapel at the end
of last winter term.

Music produced by these acoustic instruments can help us
recover our capacity to hear delicate and subtle sounds and
voices; as our ears may gradually lose the ability to listen to
these in an increasingly digitalized society.

ICU's mission since its founding has been to pay heed to the
voice of the voiceless in creating a society where each individual
is heard and respected. Through the musical experience with
these instruments, we aim to convey the importance of hearing
these voices to our students, society, and the world.
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ICU Organ Concert Spring 2023
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Tickets are available at the door.
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The theme of the program is "The Charm of French
and German Organ Music". The chapel here at
ICU has been a place of memories for me since my
university entrance examinations. | took lessons from
Ms. Tokuoka, the university organist. After a lapse of
about 10 years, | am grateful for the opportunity to
give a concert with a diverse repertoire in terms of
music era. | would like to share with you the charm
of the organ, featuring works from the German and
French Baroque to the modern and contemporary
periods.
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Selecting Bach's Fantasy and Fugue in C minor,
BWV537, as an opening chorus, | would like to take
you into the bottomless world of sounds. It would
be wonderful if you could enjoy the world of shades
that lead from the Baroque to the Romantic era,
through the series of pieces related to cantata, such
as Bach’s “Schiibler Chorales’, The Six Chorales of
Various Kinds, BWV 645-650, or Liszt’s Variations
on Bach's Weinen, Klagen, Sorgen, Zagen and
Crucifixus from the Mass in B Minor.
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You may be surprised to know that Schoenberg wrote organ music.
Schoenberg wrote, indeed, this variation and one unfinished piece. It was
20 years ago that | chose Schoenberg as the theme for my master's thesis
and played it at the end of my studies. When | looked at the score again
at the end of last year, | found it very fresh and | had the urge to play it
again. Please enjoy this piece together with other organ pieces that are
related to the composer in many ways.
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The Rieger Organ and | #1

Mamiko Iwasaki (former ICU organist)

On receiving the baton from Dr. Onishi for the "Rieger Organ Essay Relay," | learned from his piece about the story
behind the treasured organ in the Chapel. | am almost ashamed to say | knew nothing of the hard work and challenges
the ICU community overcame to install it. At the time the organ materialized at ICU, | was a student in the Department of
Organ at Tokyo University of the Arts. The spacious Chapel with its ideal reverberation posed a stark contrast to the lesson
rooms | practiced in, so | eagerly attended the organ concerts at ICU. Since 1971, the university has been organizing
eight concerts a year, inviting many foreign performers and budding Japanese organists returning after studying abroad for
magnificent performances on the Rieger. In 1973, Marie-Claire Alain and Anton Heiler, maestros | had heard only on LP
records, performed and lectured at the ICU Organ Academy. It was very fortunate that even though | was still in Japan, this
experience opened my eyes to the breadth and depth of the world of organ music. | became more and more fascinated
with works for the organ, yearning to reach the realm of eminent organists someday. The big turning point came when |
met Professor Yuko Hayashi. She lived in Boston at the time but was staying in Japan for a while as she was deeply involved
with the installation of the Rieger organ at ICU. | often heard her perform, wondering how such a petite figure could fill the
huge Chapel with rich sonorous hues, and longed to take lessons from her. Then | had the opportunity to take part in her
masterclass at the Ota Residence in Ofuna, which had a Tsuji organ. | attended without telling my professor! To this day,
I remember how fresh and exciting her comments were for my rendering of Franck's Chorale No. 1. After completing my
undergraduate degree, | harbored a vague notion of studying overseas. Although the favored destination at the time was
Germany or France, | had no definite plans. Then | thought of how Ms. Hayashi's lesson had left an indelible impression,
and asked myself, “Why not Boston?” Many were skeptical, asking me, "Why go all the way to the U.S. to study with a
Japanese teacher?" But looking back, | know it was the right decision. | graduated from university in March and flew to the
U.S. to start anew at the New England Conservatory of Music in Boston in September that year. ....... to be continued to
#2....
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ICU CHristmMAs CONCERT 2022
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and solemn music of Bach attracted the audience. The gorgeous performance by probably the largest number of
players and singers in the history of ICU Christmas Concert earned high reputation.
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| prayed for world peace while | was listening to the music. It was truly beautiful and tears fell from my eyes.
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I heard the Mass in B Minor in other places, but for the first time, I felt something quite dramatic in it. The performance
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The World of ICU Organs Il is now on sale!

was just fabulous and so impressive!
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Donate for the ICU organ and receive free CDs and plastic folders.
CDs:
ICU A ILA > DHEF | The world of ICU Organs |
KRFFEZA VA V&= 30 AFLR
The ICU Rieger organ: The 30th Anniversary
EFEEHAE 150 BFER
ICU 50th Anniversary Celebration  Gabriel Fauré REQUIEM
Sacred Music Center
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For details, please visit our website
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