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Statue of J.S. Bach and St. Thomas Church
viewed from the Bach-Archiv window
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With Prof. Christoph Wolff, a leading authority on Bach research

From April 15th to August 26th, during
my research leave, I had the privilege of
conducting research at the Bach-Archiv in
Leipzig, Germany.

My main research project was drafting a
new monograph on Bach's organ music, with
a focus on Clavier-Ubung III. As the global
center for Bach research, the Bach-Archiv
is housed in the historic Bose House—once
home to a family close to Bach's—located
right next to St. Thomas Church. Day after
day, looking out over Bach’'s former home
and St. Thomas Church from the third floor, I
immersed myself in struggling with countless
Bach documents and musical scores.

Having traveled back and forth to Germany
since my student days, I have spent several
periods studying and researching in this
country. Being back in my familiar “*home
ground,” spending every day researching

in the library was a truly wonderful experience. At the Bach-Archiv, I had the pleasure of interacting with wonderful
research colleagues and musicians. It is incredible how Bach allows us to connect and share a common language with

people from all around the world.

Toward the end of my stay, on August 19th, I was
allowed to present my research. It gave me immense
joy and reassurance that the work I had been
pursuing in solitude truly held significance.

Beyond St. Thomas Church, where Bach served,
churches and organs can be found all across the
city. Although I did not venture out excessively,
was still blessed with several opportunities to play
the organ in various locations. In July, in Leutzsch,

a suburb of Leipzig, I had the wonderful privilege of
serving as organist for a church service, playing a
magnificent early-20th-century pneumatic organ built
by the Jehmlich workshop in Dresden. The Lutheran
liturgy in Leipzig involves a great deal of singing—
including the Lord's Prayer, the Apostles' Creed, as
well as frequent Hallelujahs and Amens—making

it quite demanding for an organist. While I had the
opportunity to play at a church in the Rhineland
during my student years, that was nearly 30 years
ago, and I was amazed by the differences compared to
that time.

Moving forward, I hope to apply the various
insights gained here to our activities at the Center
for Sacred Music. [ would like to express my deepest
gratitude to Professor Guillain and the SMC staffs for
generously taking on extra responsibilities during my
absence.

Sato Nozomi, Professor of Music
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At St. Laurentius Church in Leutzsch, Leipzig
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Autumn Concert Ey Mitaka Junior Orchestra
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The “Autumn Concert,” a collaborative performance by International Christian University(ICU) and the Mitaka Junior
Orchestra (MJO), will be held from 2:00pm on Monday, September 21 at the ICU Chapel. The 2024 concert was a huge
success, and due to strong demand for an encore performance, the second edition is already taking shape.

This time, ICU organist Mayu Harada and alumna Naoko Yoshino—one of Japan's leading harpists—will appear as
soloists. They will perform alongside the junior orchestra. They will perform not only orchestral pieces but also ensemble
pieces and solo pieces for organ and harp. We hope you will enjoy it.

On August 19, the first rehearsal was held at the ICU Chapel. Under the direction of Karl Naito and Masaki Ogawa,
about 30 young musicians practiced with serious expressions on their faces.

< Program > Dvotak : No. 2, Op. 72-2, from ‘Slavonic Dances, Book 2, Berlioz : From ‘Symphonie fantastique’--“Ball,”
“March to the Scaffold,” “Witches’ Rondo” Mascagni: Intermezzo from ‘Cavalleria Rusticana’ Vivaldi/J.S. Bach: First
Movement from Concerto in A minor, BWV 593, Debussy: Sacred and Profane Dances and more -

< Tickets >

General Admission Tickets ¥ 1500 Students in high school or younger ¥ 500
Mitaka City Arts Center Phone: 0422-47-5122 web: https://mitaka-art.jp/ticket/

Mitaka Junior
orchestra
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On Friday, November 20th, the “Master's Program Recital” by graduate students of the Organ Course at Tokyo

University of the Arts will be held at the ICU Chapel.

Performance begins at 6:00 p.m.; doors open at 5:30 p.m.
Admission is free; no reservations required.
* Please note that, unlike regular concerts,

this event serves as an examination.

We invite you to come and enjoy the fresh performances of these
young organists who will shape the future of the Japanese organ

scene. (SMC TK)
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Autumn Concerts by 1CU Organ Students
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@ ICU Festival Organ Concert (October 11, Music Hall, Honkan 4F / ICU Chapel) Free admission

This concert will be held during the ICU Festival. Advanced students from the organ course will perform
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@ Organ Course: Autumn Organ Concert
November 7th, 1:00 p.m.: Music Hall, ICU University Hall 4F; 3:00 p.m.: ICU Chapel
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Free admission
This is a recital featuring performances by students of the Sacred Music Center’s organ

course. You can enjoy the distinct sounds of the Mori Arimasa Memorial Organ and

the Rieger Organ.
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10H3H () Anton Heiler (1923-79), a leading Austrian composer and organist of the 20th century, expanded
Saturday, 3rd October his performing and teaching activities from postwar Vienna to the rest of the world. In 1973, they
held an organ academy at the ICU Chapel. This concert will feature works by leading composers

HERE FHERT from the German-speaking world, including the young Heiler’s major work, “Sonata No. 2 (1947).”
Tsuzuki Yurie
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My program starts with one of the most famous organ pieces ever: J.S. Bach's Toccata and Fugue

11 A 148 (1) in d minor. After that comes his son's variations on the famous Spanish theme La Follia which
Saturday, 14th November  shows how colorful the organ can be. The concert ends with Naji Hakim’s Variations on "To Call
Yoew Lo LESRY MY True Love to my. I?ance wh.|ch shows how m?erestmgly and even differently one can comPose
for organ today. Variations consist of movements like "Valse", "Tango" and "Burletta" and end with a
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- J. S. Bach SHVE—RZE 61 HF (WEkEE, BBAORNTXK)
Cantata No. 61 "Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland" (BWV 61)
ATV AIA AT IUA) KO 2
Christmas Oratorio (BWV 248) Part II
-G.F.Handel - {X¥17) &b “For Unto Us A Child Is Born,” "Hallelujah”
From "Messiah" “For Unto Us A Child Is Born,” “Hallelujah”
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Saturday, 12th December

And more...
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